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"PREFACE 


'Tarsr converſations and tales are 
accommodated to the preſent ſtate of 
ſociety ; which obliges the author to 
attempt to cure thoſe faults by reaſon, 
which ought neyer to have taken root 
in the infant mind, Good habits, 
imperceptibly fixed, are far preferable 
to the precepts of reaſon ; but, as this 
taſk requires more judgment than ger 
nerally falls to the lot of parents, ſub» 
ſtitutes muſt be ſought for, and medi: 
cines given, when regimen would 
have anſwered the purpoſe much bet? Wil 
ter. I belieye thoſe who examins 
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their own minds will readily agree || 2 
with me, that reaſon, with difficulty, a 
. conquers ſettled habits, even when it g 
is arrived at ſome degree of maturity : tl 
Why then do we ſuffer children to be w 
bound with fetters, which their half. 
formed faculties cannot break. | 
/ 
In writing the following work, 1 || kt 
aim at perſpicuity and ſimplicity a pe 
ſtyle; and try to avoid thoſe unmean- th 
ing compliments, which ſlip from the dr 
tongue, but have not the leaſt con- Ihe 


nection with the affections that ſhould in; 
warm the heart, and animate the con- th. 
duct. By this falſe politeneſs, ſince- I ſta 
rity is ſacrificed, and truth violated 3 || ha 
and thus artificial manners are neceſ- I pa 
farily taught. For true politeneſs is a [© du 
poliſh, not a varniſh; and ſhould ra. [for 
ther be acquired by obſervation than ew 
admonition. And we may remark, 


by 
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by way of illuſtration, that men do not 
attempt to poliſh precious ſtones, till 
age and air have given them that de- 
gree of ſolidity, which will enable 
them to bear thegneceſlary friction, 
without deſtroying the main ſubſtance. 
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The way to render inſtruction moſt 
uſeful cannot always be adopted; 
knowledge ſhould. be gradually in, 
parted, and flow more from example 
than teaching: example directly ad- 
dreſſes the ſenſes, the firſt inlets to the 
heart ; and the improvement of thoſe _ 
inſtruments of the underſtanding. Is 
the object education thould have con- 
ſtantly in view, and over which we 
have moſt power. But to wiſh that 
parents would, themſelves, mould the 0 
ductile paſſions, is a chimerical wiſh, _ 
for the preſent generation. have their 
ewn paſtons to combat with, and 
A 3 falt idious 
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the capacity of a child. 


requires a different mode of treat- 


0 
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faſtidiovs pleaſures to purſue, negleft. 
ing thoſe pointed out by nature : we 
mult therefore pour premature know. 
lege into the ſucceeding one; and, 

teaching virtue, explain the nature of 
vice. Cruel neceſſitj! 


The Converfations are intended to 
affiſt the teacher as well as the pupil; 


and this will obviate an objection 


which ſome may ſtarr, that the ſenti- 
ments are not quite on a level with 
Every child 


ment; but a writer can only chooſe 
one, and that muſt be modified by 
thoſe who are actually engaged with 
young people in their ſtudies. 


The tendency of the reaſoning ob- 
viouſly tends to fix principles of truth 
zaumanity on a folid and fimple 

foundation; 


and! 


rec 
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foundation; and to make religion an 
active, invigorating director of the 
affections, and not a mere attention 
to forms. Syſtems of Theology may 
be complicated; but when the cha- 
racter of the Supreme Being is dil- 
played, and He is recogniſed as the 
Univerſal Father, the Author and Cen- 
tre of Good, a child may be led to 
comprehend that dignity and happi. 
neſs muſt ariſe from imitating Him ; 
and this conviction ſhould be iwilte.l 
into, and be the foundation of every 
nculcated duty. 1 


At any rate, the Tales which were 
written to illuſtrate the moral, may 
recall it, when the mind has galls 
ſuſficient ſtrength to diſcuſs the argu- 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Mary and Caroline, though the | 
hildren of wealthy parents were, in 
heir infancy, left entirely to the ma- 
Dagement of ſervants, or people equal- 
ignorant. Their mother died ſad- 
enly, and their father, who found 
em very troubleſome at home, pla- | 

d them under the tuition of a wo 

$11 of tenderneſs and diſcernment, a 

Far relation, who was induced to 


kare 
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through motives of compaſſion. 


conſidering that Mary had been four 


: world, If they had been merely ig 


_ eaſually inſtill. In order to eradicat I 


| habits inſtead of thoſe they had car 
leſsly contracted, Mrs. Maſon neve 
ſuffered them to be out of her figh 
They were allowed to aſk queſtio! 
on all occaſions, a method ſhe wou 
not have adopted, had ſhe educate 


"T9 
take on herſelf the important charge 1 
. 


They were ſhamefully ignorant IC 


teen, and Caroline twelve years in the 
ol, 
norant, the taſk would not have apf 
peared ſo arduous; but they hal 1 
caught every prejudice that the vulg: 


theſe prejudices, and ſubſtitute goo 


E. 


. them from the 8155 according ta ti 
ſuggeſlio 


85 buggeſtions of her own reaſon, to 
which experience had given its ſanc- 
ion. 


They had tolerable capacities 3 but 
ary had a turn for ridicule, and Ca- 
oline was vain of her perſon. She 
ras, indeed, very handſome, and the 
Hconſiderate encomiums that had, in 
er preſence, been laviſhed on her 
eauty, made her, even at that early 


" ge, affected. 


. 8 


MORAL CONVERSATIONS 
| A ND 


ST OR: E275: 


The Treatment of Animals—The Ant 


—T ET ge cer: Lark's | 


ON fine morning in ſpring, ſome. 
time after Mary and Caroline were 


ſettled in their new abode, Mrs, Ma- 


ſon propoſed a walk before-breakfaſt, : 
a cuſtom ſhe wiſhed to teach imper- 
ceptibly, by rendering it amuſing. _ 
The ſun had ſcarcely diſpelled the 
dew that hung on every blade of graſs, 
B e and 
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Au filled the half. but 3 every 
Y © profpet ſmiled, and the freſtiheſs of 
the air conveyed the moſt pleaſing 
ſenſations to Mrs. Maſon's mind ; 
but the children were regardleſs of 
the ſurrounding beauties, and ran 
eagerly after ſome inſects to deſtroy } 
them. Mrs. Maſon ſilently obſerved 
their cruel ſports, without appearing h 
to do it; but ſtepping ſuddenly out 
of the foot-path into the long graſs, 
her buckle - was caught in it, and x 
3 to diſentangle herſelf, ſhe wet n 
her feet; which the children knew 
the withed to avoid, as ſhe had been f. 
lately fick. This circumſtance rouſed ; 
their attention; and they forgot their 
amuſement to enquire why ſhe had 
| left the path; and Mary could hardly 
| reſtrain a laugh, when ſhe was in- Fa 
formed that it was to avoid treading 
on fome ſnails that were creeping 
__-- „„ - acrols 
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acrofs the narrow foot way. Surely; 
ſaid Mary, you do not think there is 
any harm in killing a ſnail, or any of 
thoſe naſty creatures that crawl on 
the ground? I hate them, and ſhould _ 
ſcream if one was to find its way from 
my clothes to my neck | With great 


gravity, Mrs. Maſon aſked how ſhe 


dared to kill any thing, unleſs it were 
to prevent its hurting her? Then; | 
reſuming a ſmiling face, ſhe faid; - 
Your education has been negleQed; 
my child; as we walk along attend 
to what I fay, and make the beſt an- 
ſwers you can; and do you, Caroline, 
join in the converſation. *- 

You have already heard chat God 
created the world, and every inhabi- 
tant of it. He is then called the 
Father of all creatures; and all are 
made to be happy, whom a good and 
wiſe God has created. He made 
= 82 8 thoſe 


a 4 
thoſe ſnails you deſpiſe, and caterpil- 


lars, and ſpiders ; and when he made 


them, did not leave them to periſh, 


but placed them where the food that 


is molt proper to nouriſh them is eaſily 
found. They do not live long, but 
He who is their Father, as well as 
your's, directs them to depoſit their 
eggs on the plants that are fit to ſup- 
port their young, when they are not 
able to get food for themſelves. 

And when fuch a great and wife 
Being has taken care to provide every 
thing neceſſary for the meaneſt crea- 
ture, would you dare to Kill it, merely 
becaule it appears to you ugly ? 
Mary began to be attentive, and 
quickly followed Mrs. Maſon's exam- 


ple, who allowed a caterpillar and a 
ſpider to creep on her hand. You' 
find them, ſhe rejoined, very harm- 
leſs; but a great number would de- 
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food for the young broods.—Half- 
convinced, Mary ſaid, But worms 


L yet I do not kill you. 


comfortable towns, and lay up a ſtore 


by 
1 


5 i 
ſtroy our vegetables and fruit; fo 
birds are permitted to eat them, as 
we feed on animals; and in ſpring 
there are always more than at any 
other ſeaſon of the year, to ſurniſh 


are of little chnſequence in the world. 
Yet, replied Mrs. Maſon, God cares 
for them, and gives them every thing 
that is neceſſary to render their exiſt- 
ence comfortable. You are often 
troubleſome—l am ſtronger than you 


Obſerve thoſe ants ; they have a 
little habitation in 76 hillock; 
they carry food to it for their young, 
and fleep very ſnug in it during the 
cold weather. The bees alſo have 


cf honey to ſupport them when the 
flowers die, and ſnow covers the 


B3z ground: 


6 . 


ground: and this forecaſt is as much 


the gift of God, as any quality 750 


1 poſſeſs. 


Do you know the meaning of the 
word Goodneſs? I ſee you are un- 


willing to anſwer, I will tell you.— 


It is, firſt, to avoid hurting any thing; 


and then, to contrive tœgive as much 


pleaſure as you can. If ſome inſets 
are to be deſtroyed, to preſerve my 


garden from deſolation, I have it done 


in the quickeſt way. The domeſtic 
animals that I keep, I provide the beſt 
food for, and never ſuffer them to be 
tormented ; and this caution ariſes 
from two motives :—I with to make 
them happy ; and, as I love my fel- 
 low-creatures ſtill better than thebrute 
creation, I would not allow thoſe that 


| have any influence over to grow ha- 
bitually thoughtleſs and cruel, till 
they were unable to reliſh the greateſt 


pleaſure 
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SE 


pleaſute life affords—that of reſem-  , Ml 


bling God, by doing good. 
A lark now began to ſing, as it 
"ſoared aloft. The children watched 
its motions, liſtening to the artlefs 
melody. They wondered what it was 
thinkin g of—of its young family, th ey 
ſoon concluded; for it flew over the 


hedge, and drawing near, they heard 


the young ones chirp. Very ſoon 


both the old birds took their fliggat 


together, to look for food to ſatisfſß 


the craving of the almoſt fledged 


young. An idle boy, who had hor- 
rowed a gun, fired at them—they 
fell ; and before he could take up the 
wounded pair, he perceived Mrs. Ma- 
ſon ; and expecting a very ſevere re- 
primand, ran away. She and the lit- 


tle girls drew near, and. found that 


one was not much hurt, but that the 
other, the cock, had one leg broken, 
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and both its wings ſhattered; and its 
little eyes ſeemed ſtarting out of their 
ſockets, it was in ſuch exquiſite pain. 
The children turned away their eyes. 
Look at it, ſaid Mrs. Maſon; do you 
not ſee that it ſuffers as much, and 
more than you did when you had the 
ſmall-pox, when you were ſo tenderly 
nurſed. Take up the hen; I will 
bind her wing together ; perhaps it 
may heal. As to the cock, though I 
hate to kill any thing, I muſt put him | 
out of pain; to leave him in his pre- 
ſent ſtate would be cruel; and avoid- 1 
ing an unpleaſant ſenſation myſelf, II. 
ſhould allow the poor bird to die by 
inches, and call this treatment tender- : 
neſs, when it would be ſelfiſhneſs 'or Þ } 
weakneſs. Saying ſo, ſhe put her c: 
foot on the bird's head, TORE her I: 
own 1 another 8 8 N C2 
| They fir 
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They walked on; when Caroline. 
remarked, that the neſtlings, deprived 


of their parents, would now periſh ; 

and the mother began to flutter in her 
hand as they drew near the hedge ; 
though the poor creature could not 
fly, yet ſhe tried to do it. The girls, 
with one voice, begged Mrs. Maſen 


to let them take the neſt, and pro- 


vide food in a cage, and (ce if the mo- 


ther could not contrive to hop about 
to feed them. The neſt and the old 
mother were initantly in Mary's hand- 
kerchief.i A little opening was left 


to admit the air; and Caroline peep- 


ed into it every moment to ſee how 


they looked. I give you leave, ſaid 
Mrs. Maſon, to take thoſe birds, be- 
cauſe an accident has rendered them 


helpleſs; if that had not been the 
caſe, they ould not have been con- 


fined. 
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They had ſcarcely reached the next 
field, when they met, another boy 
uith a neſt in his hand, and on a tree 


4 near him ſaw the mother, who, for- 
getting her natural timidity, followed 
the ſpoiler; and her intelligible tones 


of anguiſh reached the ears of the 

= children, whoſe hearts now firſt felt 

= the emotions of humanity. Caroline 

called him, and taking ſixpence out 
of her little purfe, offered to give it 
to him for the neſt, if he would ſhew | 5 
her where he had taken it from. The ve 
boy conſented, and away ran Caro; th 
line to replace it crying all the way, 
how delighted the old bird will be to by. 
find her bro again, The pleaſure litt 
that the parent bird would feel was Imo 

talked of till they came to a large Nc. 
common, and heard ſome young al: ing 
ſes, at the door of an hovel, making fare 
a molt dreadful noiſe. Mrs, Maſon Tha 

_- has 


11 


had ordered- the old ones to be con- 


fined, leſt the young ſhould ſack be- 


fore the neceſſary quantity had been 


ſaved for ſome lick people in her 
nei t bourhood. But aftzr they had 
given the uſual quantity of milk, the 


thoughtleſs boy had left them ſtill in 


confinement, and the young in vain 
implored the food nature deſigned for 
their particular ſupport. Open the 


hatch, ſaid Mrs. Maſon, the mothers 


have ſtill enough left to ſatisfy their 
young. It was opened. and ney * 
them ſuck. 


Now, ſaid ſhe, we will return to 


breakfaſt ; give me your hands, my 


little girls, you have done good this 


morning, you have acted like rational 
creatures. 
ing it is. Inſects, birds, and animals, 
are all enjoying this ſweet day. 
Than God for permitting you to ſee 
it, 


Look, what a fine morn- 
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it, and for giving you an underſtand. 
ing which teaches you that you ought, 
by doing good, to imitate Him. Other 
creatures only think of ſupporting 
themſelves ; but man is allowed- to 
ennoble his nature, by cultivating his 
mind and enlarging. his heart. He 
feels diſintereſted love; every part of 
the creation affords an exerciſe for 


virtue, and virtue is ever the trueſ: 


ſource of pleaſure. 


13 


CHAP. II. 


The on of 4 nimals—The Dif: 
ference between them and Man— 
Parental Affection of a Dr u- 
zality puniſhed, | : 


A FTER breakfaſt, Mrs. Maſon 


gave the children Mrs. Trimmer's Fa- 


bulous Hiftories ; and the ſubject till 
turned on animals, and the wanton 
cruelty of thoſe who treated them im- 
properly. The little girls were eager 


to expreſs their deteſtation, and re- 
queſted that in future they might be 
allowed to feed the chickens. Mrs. 
Maſon complied with their requeſt ; 
only one condition was annexed to 


the permiſſion, that they did it re- 


gularly. When you wait for: your 
| food, 
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ſood, you learn patience, ſhe added, 
[| and you can mention your wants 
but thoſe helpleſs creatures cannot 
complain. The country people fre- 
quently fay,—How can you treat a 
poor dun:b beaſt ill; and a ſtrefs is 
very properly laid on the word dumb; 
for dumb they appear to thoſe wha do 
not obſerve their looks and geſtures; 
but God, who takes care of every 
thing, underſtands their language ; 
and fo did Caroline this morning, 
when ſhe ran with ſuch. eagerneſs to 
Te-place-the neſt which the thought. 
leſs boy had ſtolen, heedleſs of the 
mother's agonizing cries! - 
Mary interrupted ber, to aſk, it 
inſets and animals were inferior to 
men? Certamiy, anſwered Mrs, Ma- 
fon; and men are inferior to angels; 
vet we have' reaſon to believe, that. 
'[}| thoſe exalted- beings delight 10 do u 
"n 8 Soc 
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You have heard in a book, 
which I ſeldom permit you to read, 
becauſe you are not of an age to un- 
derſtand it, that angels, when they 
ſang glory to God on high, wiſhed 
for peace on earth, as a proof of the 
good-will they felt towards men. 
And all the glad tidings that have been 
ſent to men, angels have proclaimed: 
indeed, the word angels ſignifies a 
metenger. In order to pleaſe God, 
and ourchappineſs depends upon plea- 
fing him, we muſt do good. What 
we call virtue, may be thus explain- 


good. 


td :—we exerciſe every benevolent 


affection to enjoy comſort here, and 
to fit ourſelves to be angels hereafter. 
And when we have acquired human 
virtues, we ſhall have a nobler em- 
ployment in our Father's kingdom. 
But between angels and men a 3 
greater relemblauce ſubſiſts, than be- 
Week 


tween men and the brute creation 


becauſe the two former ſeem e 


of 1 improvement. : 


I The birds you ſaw to- day do not 
improve or their improvement only 


tends to ſelf preſervation; the firſt 


neſt they make and the laſt are ex- 


actly the ſame; though in their flights 
they muſt ſee many others more beau- 
tiful if not more convenient, and, 
had they reaſon, they would probably 
ſhew ſomething like individual taſte 


in the form of their dwellings; but. 


this is not the caſe. You ſaw the hen 


tcar the down from her breaſt to make 


a neſt for her eggs; you ſaw her beat 
the grain' with ber bill, and not ſwal- 


low a- bit, till the young were ſatis- i 
fied; and afterwards ſhe covered them 
with her wings, and ſeemed perfectly 
happy, while ſhe watched over her 
charge ; if any one approached, ſhe 

1 Was 


| 3 was ready to defend them, at the ha- 

le Rzard of her life: yet, a fortnight 
hence, you will ſee the ſame hen 

ot erive the fledged chickens from the 


orn, and forget the fondneſs that 
impulſe of nature. 
Animals have not the affeQions 


which ariſe from reaſon, nor can they 


ffetion, and impulſe, which I have 


zut Pr emotions, which do not depend 
en entirely on our will, but are invo- 


ke Nuntary ; they ſeem to have been im- 
eat planted to preſerve the ſpecies, and 
al- Wake the individual grateful for actual 


hem, they will love you, as children 


-111- 
ly lo, without knowing why ; but we 


n them ; and, what principally ex- 
| alts 


ſeemed to be ſtronger than the firlt 
lo good, or acquire virtue. Every 


pbſerved in them, are like our inferi- 


indneſs. If you careſs and feed 


either ſee imagination nor wiſdom 
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alts man, friendſhip and devotion 
they ſeem incapable of forming the 
leaſt idea of. Friendſhip. is foundet 
on knowledge and virtue, and theſ 
are human acquirements; and deve 
tion is a preparation for eternity; be 
cauſe when we pray to God, we offe [ 
an affront to Him, if we do not tri © 
to imitate the perfections He diſplayf © 
every where for our imitation, tha"! 
we may grow better and happier. Ip 
The children eagerly enquired g 
what manner they were to behave, i"! 
prove that they were ſuperior to an! 
mals? The anſwer was ſhort, iſ” 
| tender-hearted ; and let your fupetif i th 
_ endowments ward off the evils Wim 
they cannot foreſee. It is only to a 
mals that children can do good; mꝗſo 
are their ſuperiors. When I was an 
child, added their tender friend, ad 
always made it my ſtudy and delig 


. 


no 
to feed all the dumb family that ſur- 
rounded our houſe ; and when I could 
be of uſe to any one of them I was 
happy, This employment humanized 
| my heart, while, like wax, it took 
erery impreſſion; and Providence has 
ſince made me an inſtrument of good 
l have been uſeful to my fellow- 
creatures. I, who never wantonly 
trod on an inſect, or diſregarded the 
plaint of the ſpeechleſs beaſt, can now 
d {give bread to the hungry, phyſic to 
e, the ſick, comfort to the afflicted, 
aul and, above all, am preparing you, 
vho are to live for ever, to be fit for 
ery che ſociety of angels, and good men 
hi made perfect. This world, I told you, 
o all was a road to a better —a preparation 
mor it; if we ſuffer, we grow humbler 
was and wiſer: but animals have not this 
nd, 2dvantage, and man ſhould not pre- 
elip | 2 wg „ 
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vent their enjoying all the happinefs of 
which they are capable. 

A ſhe-cat or dog have ſuch ſtrong 
parental affection, that if you take 
away their young, it almoſt kills them; 
ſome have actually died of grief when 
all have been taken away; though 
they do not ſeem to miſs the greateſt 
part. 

A bitch had once all her litter ſtolen 
from her, and drowned in a neigh- 
bouring brook : ſhe ſought them out, 
and brought them one by one, laid 

them at the feet of her cruel maſter ; 
and looking wiſt fully at them for ſome 
time, in dumb anguiſh, turning her 
eyes on the deſtroyer, ſhe expired! 


I myſelf knew a man who had har- f: 
dened his heart to ſuch a degree, that] 
he found pleaſure in tormenting every it 

creature whom he bad any power over. I bc 


"I ſaw him let two guinea: pigs roll 
| down 


N 


down floping. tiles, to ſee if the fall 
would kill them. And were they 
killed? cried Caroline. Certainly; 
and it is well they were, or he would 
have found ſome other mode of tor- 
ment. 
not only negleGed to educate his chil- 
dren, and ſet them a good example, 
but he taught them to be cruel while 
he tormented them: the conſequence 
was, that they neglected him when 
he was old and feeble; and he died 
in a ditch. = | 

You may now go and feed your 
birds, and tie ſome of the ſtraggling 
flowers round the garden ſlicks. Af- 
ter dinner, if the weather continues 


fine, we will walk to the wood, and 


Iwill ſhew you the hole in the limk- 
ſtone mountain (a mountain whoſe 
bowels, as we call them, are lime- 


ſtones) 


When he became a father, he | 


and his dog lived. 


mon, and walked under the ſnadovf 


craggy part, where a ſtream broke 
out, and ran down the declivity, 
ſtruggling with the huge ſtones which 


ſtones) ia which poor crazy Robin“ 


The e of A 3 Story 
of crazy Robin Ihe Man confined in 
the A. 


IN the afternoon the children boun- 
ded over the ſhort graſs of the com. 


of the mountain till rhey came to a 


iT 


u 


impeded its progrels, and occaſioned 
a noiſe that did not unpleaſantly in- 
terrupt the ſolemn filence of the place. 
The brook was ſoon loft in a neigh- 
| bourmy 


ed 


5 5 
© a - 7 


Y 


\ Seas; and the children turn- 
their eyes to the broken ſide of the 
ountain, over which ivy grew in 
reat profuſion. Mrs: Maſon pointed 
t a little cave, and defired them to 
down on ſome ſtumps of frees, 
hilſt ſhe related the promiſed ſtory.” 
tor ln yonder cave once lived a pcor 
d nan, who generally went by the name 


craZy Robin. In his youth he vas. 
ry induſtrious, and married my 


her's dairy-maid ; a girl deſerving 
ſuch a good heſband. For ſome 
ne they continued to live very com- 
tably; their daily labour procured 
ir daily bread ; but Robin, finding 
was likely he ſhould have a large 
uly, borrowed a trifle, to add to 
{mall pittance which they had 
ed in ſervice, and took a little farm 


a child. 


a neighbouring county. I was 


Ten 
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Ten or twelve years aſter, I hei 
| that a crazy man, who appeared ven 
harmleſs, had piled by the ſide of th © 
| brook a great number of ſtones; he 
would wade into the river for then 
followed by a cur dog, whom 
would frequently call his Jacky, an 


even his Nancy; and then mumblet f 
himſelf, — thou wilt not leave mea" 
we will dwell with the owls int # 


ivy.—A number of owls had take 
ſhelter in it. The ſtones which | 
waded for he carried to the mou 
of the hole, and only juſt left roo! 
enough to creep in. Some of || 
neighbours at laſt recollected ! 
face; and I ſent to enquire wh 
misfortune had reduced him to fut 
a deplorable ſlate. The informatic 
I received from different perſons, 
will communicate to you in as ff 
words as I can, 


Seve 


eArd 
ver 
b the 
3 I 


came to his native place, one misfor- 
tune had followed another till he had 
ſunk under their accumulated weight. 
Through various accidents he was 
long 1n arrears to his landlord ; who, 
ſeeing that he was an honeſt man, 
who endeavoured to bring up his fa- 
mily, did not diſtreſs him ; but when 
his wife was lying: in of her laſt child, 


he perſon from whom he had bor- 
owed ſome money, exaſperated to 
ee all gone, arreſting him immedi- 


put being able to leave any money 
Fo ſupport her children before ſhe had 


ained ſufficient ſtrength, ſhe caught 
CG en; 


Several of his children died in nd | 
infancy ; and, two years before he 
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the landlord dying, his heir ſent and 
ſeized the ſtoct lor the rent; and 


ately, he was hurried to gaol, with- 


or his family. The poor woman 
ould not fee them ſtarve, and trying 


\ 


4 
2 
* 1 
1 
1 


cold ; and through neglect, and he 
want of proper nouriſhment, her ill. 
neſs turned to a putrid fever; which 
two of the. children caught from ber 
and died with her. The two whoſſſ! 
were left, Jacky and Nancy, went tolff 
their father, and took with them 
cur dog, that had long ſhared thei 
frugal meals. 

The children begged in the day; 
and at night ſlept with their wretched 
father. Poverty and dirt ſoon robba 
their cheeks of the roſes which thi 
country air made bloom with a peci 
liar freſhneſs ; ſo that they ſoon cavghi 
a jail fever,—and died. The po 
father, who was now bereit of all hi 
children, hung over their bed 
ſpeechleſs anguiſh : not & groan Or 
tear eſcaped from him, whillt he ſtoo 
two or three hours, in the ſame aum 
tude, looking at the dead bodies tr. 


27 B 

nei] bis little darlings. The dog licked his 
ill. N hands, and ſtrove to attract his atten- 
ich tion; but for awhile he ſeemed not 
er to obſerve his careſſes; when he did, 
ho he ſaid, mournfully, thou wilt not 
tulleave me—and then he began to 
n laugh. The bodies were removed; 
and he remained in an unſettled 9 | 
often frantic ; ; at length the phrenſy 
Wublided, and he grew melancholy 
and harmleſs. He was not ther ſa 
Wloſely watched; and one day he con- 
rived to make his eſcape, the dog fol- 
owed him, and came directly to his 
ative village. 

After I had received this account, I 
es he ſhould live in the place 
e had choſen, undiſturbed. I ſent 
ome conveniencies, all of which he 
Foo eted, except a mat ; on which he 
e aubmetimes lept—the dog always did. 
tried to induce him to eat, but he 
C 2 conſtantiy 


ies 


4 


W. _ conſtantly gave the dog whatever [ 


ſent him, and lived on haws and 
blackberries, and every kind of traſh, 
I uſed to call ſrequently on him: and 
he ſometimes followed me to the houſe: 
I now live in, and in winter he would 
come of his own accord, and take 2 
cruſt of bread. He gathered water. 
crefſes out of the pool, and woule 
bring them to me, with noſe- gays of 
wild thyme, which be plucked from 
the ſides of the mountain. I men: 
tioned before, that the dog was a cur, 
It had, indeed, the bad trick of a cur, 
and would run barking after horſe 
heels. One day, when his maſter wat 
gathering water. creſſes, the dog run 
ning after a young gentleman's horſe 
made it ſtart, and almoſt. threw tl 
rider; who grew ſo angry, that 
though he knew it was the poor maqhne! 
man's dog, he levelled his gun at bi © 
| hea 


hy & wana * 6 


Sc 


head—ſhot him—and inflinity rode 
"I of. Robin ran to his dog—be | look- 
nd ed at bis wounds, and not ſenſible | 
ih. N that he was dead, called to him to 
nd follow him ; but when he found that 
ule he could not, he took him to the 
uld pool, and waſhed off the blood before 
e Ait began to clot, and then brought 
ter. him home, and laid him on the mat. 
le 1 obſerved that I had not ſeen him 
2 ol pacing up the hills as uſual, and ſent 
rome to enquire about him. He was found 
nenn ſtting by the dog, and no entreaties 
cr could prevail on him to quit the bo- 
cu dy, or receive any refreſhment. I 
orſe inſtantly ſet off for this place, hop- 
Uing, as I had always been a favou- 
rite, that I ſhould be able to perſuade 
him to eat ſomething. But when J 
came to him, I found the hand of 
eatn was upon him. He was ſtill 
8 nelancholy; 5 yet there was not ſuch a 
mixture 


> | 30 


mixture of wildneſs in it as formerly. 


ment, but nature was exhauſted— and 


They ran to it. Poor Robin! Did 


you ever hear of any thing fo cruel! 


I preſſed him to take ſome food; but, 
inſtead of anſwering me, or turning 
away, he burlt into 'tears—a thing! 
had never ſeen him do before, and 
ſobbing, he ſaid, Will any one be 
kind to me !—you will kill me I 
ſaw not my wife die—No ! they drag: 
ged me from her—but I ſaw Jacky 
and Nancy die—and who pitted me! 
bout my deg! He turned his eye; 
to the body—lI wept with him. He 
would then have taken ſome nouriſh. 


— 


lie expired. 
Was that the a ſaid Mary 


Yes, anſwered Mrs. Maſon ; and aid 
we walk home I will relate an inſtance | 
of ſtil} greater barbarity. — 
I rol o 


v4 


— 


» 


0 | 
ly. I told you, that Robin was con- 


ut, Miined in a jail. In France they have | 


ng Wa dreadful one, called the Baſtille. 
Ihe poor wretches who are confined 
ind in it live entirely alone; who have 
hot the pleaſure of ſeeing men or ani- 
mals; gor are they allowed books. 


Some have amuſed themſelves by mak- 
ng figures on the wall; and others 
are laid ſtraws in rows. One mi. 
erable captive found a ſpider; he nou- 
ined it for two or three years; it 
Tew tame, and partook of his lonely 
eal, The keeper obſerved it, and 
entioned the circumſtance to a fupe- 
jor, who ordered him to cruſh it. 
vel h vain did the man beg to have his 
d afpider ſpared. You find, Mary, that 
ance naſty creature which you deſpiſed 


Iss a comfort in ſolitude. The keep- - 
rol obeyed the cruel command; and 


* N 


hey live in comfortleſs ſolitude. 
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he breathed where nothing elſe dren 


3 


the unhappy wretch felt more pain 
when he heard the cruſh, than he had 
ever experienced during his long 
confinement. He looked round 
dreary apartment, and the ſmall por. 
tion of light which the grated bar 
admitted only ſerved to ſhew him, that 


breath. 


CHAP. WW. 


Anger —Hiſtory of Jane Fretfu 


A FEW. days aſter theſe walks ani 
converſations, Mrs. Maſon heard 
great noiſe in the play- room. Shi 
ran. haſtily to enquire the cauſe, all 
found the children crying, and nei 
| them, one of the young birds Iyin 
0! 


O 


Ir 
be 


33 
on the floor dead. With great eager- 
neſs each of them tried, the moment 
ſhe entered, to exculpate herſelf, and 
prove that the other had killed the 
bird. Mrs. Maſon commanded them 
o be ſilent; and, at the ſame time, 
alled an orphan whom ſhe had edu- 
ated, and deſired her to take care of 
he neſt. | 

The cauſe of the diſpute was eaſily 
gathered from what they both let fall. 
hey had conteſted which had the 
eſt right to feed the birds. Mary 
Inſiſted that ſhe bad a right, becauſe 
e was the eldeſt; and Cadoline, be- 
auſe ſhe took the neſt. Snatching it 
rom one fide of the room to the other, 
he bird fell, and was trodden on be- 
ore they were aware. | 5 | 
When they were a little compoſed, 
Irs. Maſon calmly thus addreſſed 
em * I perceive that you are alhamed 


: of 


Pain 
had 
long 
d 2 
por: 
bar; 
that 
drew 
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of your behaviour, and ſorry for the 
conſequence; I will not therefore ſe. 
verely reprove you, nor add bitternek 
to the ſelf-reproach you muſt both 
feel, becauſe I pity you. You ar 
now inferior to the animals that graz 
on the common; reaſon only ſerve 
to render your tolly more conſpicuou 
and inexcuſable. Anger is a littk 
deſpicable vice: its ſelfiſh emotion 
baniſh compaſſion, and underming 
every virtue. It is eaſy to conqus 
another; but noble to ſubdue one 
ſelf. Had you, Mary, given way t 
your ſiſter's humour, you would han 
proved that you were not only olde 
but wiſer than her. And you, Can 
line, would have ſaved your charge 
if you had, for the time, waved you 
right. | ; 

It is always a proof of ſuperior ſenl 
to bear with flight inconvenicnea 

88 au 
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thelland even trifling injuries, without 
e ſecomplaining or conteſting about them. 
The ſoul reſerves its firmneſs for great 
occaſions, and then it acts a decided 
part. It is juſt the contrary mode of 
thinking, and the conduct produced 
by it, which occaſions all thoſe trivial 
liſputes that flowly corrode domeſtic 
deace, and inſenſibly deſtroy what 
great misfortunes could not ſweep 
Way. | | 

I will. tell you a ſtory, that will 
ake ſtronger hold on your memory 
han mere remarks.. 

Jane Fretful was an only child. 
er fond, weak mother would tiot al- 
dw her to be contradicted on any oc- 
aſton. The child had ſome tender- 
els of heart; but ſo accuſtomed was 
e to ſee every thing give way ta her 
umour, that ſhe imagined the world _ 
as only made for her. If any of her 
8 playfellows 


* 
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 playfellows had toys, that ſtruck he 
_ capricious, ſickly fancy, ſhe woul 
cry for them ; and ſubſtitutes were in 
vain offered to quiet her, ſhe mu 
have the identical ones, or fly into the 

moſt violent paſſion. When ſhe wa 
an infant, if the fell down, her nur 
made her beat the floor. She coil 
tinued the practice afterwards, an 
when ſhe was angry would kick th 
chairs and tables, or any ſenſelel 
piece of furniture, if they came in he 
way. I have ſeen her throw her c: 
-Into the fire, becauſe ſome of her ad 
quaintance had a prettier. | 
Continual paſſions weakened he 
conſtitution ; beſide, ſhe would ng 
eat the common wholeſome food thi 
children, who are ſubject to the ſmall 
pox and worms, ought to eat, al 
which is neceſſary when they growl 
faſt, to make them ſtrong and hand 
ſondff 


ſome. Inſtead of being a comfort to 
her tender, though miſtaken mother, 
ſhe was her greateſt torment. The 
MU ervants all diſliked her; ſhe loved 
no one but herſelf; and the conſe- 
quence was, ſhe never inſpired love; 
even the pity good-natured people felt, 


Cova nearly allied to contempt. 
1 A lady, who viſited her mother, 
« th 


brought with her one day a pretty 
tle dog. Jane was delighted with 
t; and the lady, with great reluc- 
ance, parted with it to oblige her 
end, For ſome time ſhe fondled, 
nd really felt ſomething like an affec- 
on for it: but one day it happened to 
atch a cake ſhe was going to eat, 
d though there were twenty within 
ach, ſhe flew into a violent paſſion, 
d thtew a ſtool at the poor crea- 
re, who was big with pup. It fell 
n I can ſcarcely tell the reſt—it _ 
ſome . D eived 
receivec 
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received ſo ſevere a blow, that all th 
young were killed, and the poo 
wretch languiſhed two days, ſufferin 

the moſt excruciating torture. 
Jane Fretful, who was now ang 
with herſelf, ſat all the time holdi 
it, and every look the miſerable an 
mal gave her, ſtung her to the hea 
After its death ſhe was very unhayy 
but did not try to conquer her te 
per. All the bleſſings of life wif 
thrown away on her; and, with : 
m 


any real misfortune, ſhe was conti 
ally miſerable. If ſhe had plant 
a party of pleaſure, and the weall 
proved unfavourable,” the whole 
was ſpent in fruitleſs repining, 
"venting her ill humour on thoſe 4 
depended on her. If no diſappdi 
ment of that kind occurred, ſhe co 
not enjoy the promiſed pleaſe 
ſomething always diſconcerted | 


9 

the horſes went too faſt, or too flow ; 
the dinner was ill. drefled, or, ſome of 
the company contradicted her. 
She was, when a child, very beau- 
tiiul; but anger ſoon diſtorted her 
regular features, and gave a forbid- 


for a moment ſhe looked pleaſed, ſhe 


matter, to which an accidental ſpark 
might ſet fire; of courſe quiet peo- 


And if ſhe ever did a good, or a hu- 
mane action, her ridiculous anger 
ſoon rendered it an intolerable bur- 
den, if it did not entirely cancel it. 

At laſt ſhe broke her mother's 


want of duty, and her. many. other 
Voults: all proceeding from violent, 
areſtrained anger. 


ding fierceneſs to her eyes. But if 


ſtill reſembled a heap of combuſtible . 


ple were afraid to converſe with her, 


eart, or haſtened her death, by her 
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20 
The death of her mother, which a 
affected her very much, left her with. 
out a friend. She would ſometimes 
fay, Ah! my poor mother, if you 
were now alive, I would not teaz: 
you—l would give the world to le 
you know that I am ſorry for what | 
have done: you died, thinking mi 
ungrateful ; and lamenting that I did 
not die when you gave me ſuck. | 
ſhall never—oh ! never ſee you more 
This thought, and her peeviſh ten 
per, preyed on her impaired conki 
totion. She had not, by doing goot 
prepared her ſoul for another ſtate 
or cheriſhed any hopes that could diſh 
arm death of its terrors, or renddl 
that laſt ſleep ſweet—its approach wi 
dreadful land ſhe haſtened her en II 
ſcolding the phyſician for not curi el 
her. Her lifeleſs countenance df. 
played the marks of convulſive ang 


al 
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lich and ſhe left an awple fortune bellind 
er to thoſe who did not regret her 
ols. They followed her to the grave, 
on which no one ſhed a tear. She 
as ſoon forgotten; 8nd J only re- 
zember her, to warn you to yn her 
errors. 
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CHAP. V. 


| hing. Honour —Truth _ Small 1 
tie. — Hiſtory of * Sly and Mrs. 8 
Trueman. 


HE little girls were very aſſidu—- 
us to gain Mrs. Maſon's good opi- | 
er ent nion; and, by the mildneſs of their 
curü behaviour, to prove to her that they 
ce Mere aſhamed of themſelves. It was 


ne of Mrs. Maſon” 8 rules, when they 
D Fo offended 


wr 
TELE tan ABD. a 5 


42 

offended her, chat is, behaved-impro- 

perly, to treat them civilly ; but to 

avoid giving them thoſe marks of al. 
fection which they were particularly 

delighted to receive. 

| Yeſterday, ſaid ſhe to chats: I only 
mentioned to you one fault, though! 
obſerved two. You very readily 
gueſs, I mean the lie. that you both 
told. Nay, look up, for I wiſh to ſee 
you bluſh; and the confuſion which 

I perceive in your faces gives me plez- 
ſure; becauſe it convinces me that i 
is not a confirmed habit : : and indeed, 
my children, I ſhould be forry that 
ſuch a mean one had taken dey root 
in your infant minds. 

When ! {peak of fallhood; 1 mean 
every kind; whatever tends to de 
ceive, though not ſaid in direct termi 
Tones of voice, motions of the han 
or head, if they make another bg 

: liert 


WI 
its 


ER, 


lieve what they ought not to believe, 


1 3 ; - . 
to are lies, and of the worſt kind; be- 


cauſe the contrivance aggravates the 
guilt. I would much ſooner forgive 
a lie told directly, when perhaps fear 
entirely occupied the thoughts, and 


"is 


arly: 


on 
oy the preſence of God was not felt; 


dily bor it is His facred Majeſty that you 
oth (efront by telling an yntruth, 

\ ſee How ſo ? enquired Mary. 

nich! Becauſe you hope to conceal your 
lex fallhood from every human creature: 
at io but, if you conſider a moment, you 
eed muſt recollect that the Searcher of 
chaff carts read your very: thoughts ; ; that. 
root nothing is hid from him. 

BB You would bluſh 2 if I were to diſ- 
cover that you told a lie; yet wan- 
tonly forteit the favour of Him, from 
whom you have received life and all 
its bleſſings, to ſcreen yourſelves from 
correction or reproof; or, what is 


D 4 Rill 


neal 


- be 
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ſtill worſe, to purchaſe ſome trifling 
gratification, the pleaſure of which 
would laſt but a moment. 
10 Tou heard the gentleman who 
| „ viſited me this morning, very fre. 
Wk quently uſe the word Honour. — 
Honour conſiſts in reſpecting your. 
ſelf; in doing as you would be done 
by ; and the foundation of Honour 
is Truth. 
When I can depend on the veracity 
of people, that is to ſay, am con- 
vinced that they adhere to truth, I 
rely on them ; am certain they have | 
courage, becauſe I know they will 
bear any inconvenience, rather than 
deſpiſe themſelves for telling a lie.— 
Beſides, it is not neceſſary to conſider 
what you intend to ſay, when you 
have done right. Always determine, 
on every occaſion, to ſpeak the truth, 
and you will never be at a loſs for 
Ha CO words. 


let me point out to you another branch 


45. 


If your character for this 
ſcrupulous attention is once fixed, 
your acquaintance will be courted ; 
and thoſe * who are not particularly 
pleaſed with you will, at leaſt, reſpect 
your honourable principles. | 

It is impoſſible to form a friendſhip: 
vithout making truth the baſis; it is 
indeed the eflence of devotion, the 
employment of the underſtanding, 
and the ſupport of every duty. 

I govern my ſervants, and you, by 
attending ſtrictly to truth; and this 
obſervance keeping my head clear and 
my heart pure, I am ever ready to 
pray to the Author of good, the 
Fountain of truth. 

While I am diſcuſſing the ſubject, 


words. 
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el ihis virtue; Sincerity.— And re- 


member that every day ſet you an; 
example; for I never, to pleaſe for 


the 


the moment, pay unmeaning compli 
ments, or permit any words to drop 


5 - 
FY 
Pa II FE 
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1] from my tongue, that my heart does 
15 not dictate. And when I relate any 
ih matter of fact, 1 carefully. avoid em- 
"| belliſhing it, in order to render it a 
i more entertaining ſtory; not that 
"ft think ſuch a practice abſolutely crimi- 
14 nal; but as it contributes inſenſibly to 
N wear away a reſpect for truth, I guard 

1 againſt the vain impulſe, leſt I ſhould: 

| lole the chief ſtrength, and even or- 

nament, of my mind, and become 

like a wave of the ſea, drifted about 

by every guſt of paſſion. ] 

You mult in life obſerve the mol \ 
apparently inſignificant duties—the 

great ones are the pillars of virtue: 

but the conſtant concurrence of trill 3 

fling things makes it neceſſary that 

tcaſon and conſcience ſhould always e 


Preſide, to keep tne heart ſteady- ! 
Man 


* > 1 


N 
Many people make promiſes and ap- 
pointments, which they ſcruple not 
to break, if a more inviting pleaſure 
occurs, not remembering that the 
ſlighteſt duty ſhould be performed be- 
fore a. mere amuſement is purſued— 
for any neglect of this kind embitters 
play, Nothing, believe me, can long 
be pleaſant, that is not innocent. 

As I uſually endeavour to recollect 
ſome perſons of my acquaintance, 
who have ſuffered by the faults, or 
follies, I wiſh you to avoid; 1 wilt 
deſcribe two characters, that will, if 
| miſtake not, very ſtrongly enforce 
vhat'I bave been ſaying. | 

| Laſt week you ſaw Lady Sly, ho 
came to pay we a morning vitlt, Did, | 
you ever ſee ſuch a fine carriage, ar 
ſuch beautiful horſes ? How they | pan- = I 
ed the ground, and dilplayed: their 
rich harneſſes! Her ſervants wore _ 
„ elegant 
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elegant liveries, and her own clothes . 


ſuited the equipage. Her houſe is I 
equal to her carriage; the rooms are Ne 
lofty, and hung with ſilk; noble glaſ. He 
ſes and pictures adorn them: and the 
pleaſure-grounds are large. and well 


they contain a variety of ſummer- 
houſes and temples, as they are call. 
ed. Yet, my Fong Lee, this is 
tate, not dignity. | 

This women has a little ſoul, the Ee 
never attended to truth, and obtaining n 
great part of her fortune by falſhood, We 
it has blighted all her enjoyments. II 
She inhabits that ſuperb houſe, wears a 
the gayeſt clothes, and rides in that Wo: 
beautiful carriage, without feeling Wi 
pleaſure. Suſpicion, and the cares it 


Ee bas given birth to, have wrinkled her d 


countenanec, and baniſhed every trace Wa 


of beauty, which paint in vain endea- Mi 


yours. 


ER, 


es Wrours to repair. Her folpiclone'\ tem- . 
is per ariſes from a knowledge of her 
re Wown heart, and the want of rational 
al employments. | | 

he She imagines that every e ſhe 
converſes with means to deceive her; 
and when ſhe leaves a company, ſup- 
poſes all the ill they may ſay of her, 
becauſe ſhe recollects her own prac- 


13 


ice. She liſtens about her houſe, ex- 
editing to diſcover the deſigns of her 
ſhe ſervants, none of whom ſhe can truit; 
ng nd in conſequence of this anxiety her 


2d, Weep is unſound, and her food taſte- 
Is. She walks in her paradiſe ot a 
ars Warden, and ſmells not the flowers, 
hat Wor do the birds inſpire her with chear- 
neſs. —Theſe pleaſures are true and 
mple, they lead to the love of God, 
d all the creatures whom He hath 
ace Madc—and cannot warm a heart 
ea- ich a malicious ſtory can pleaſe. 
„ 


She cannot pray to God—He hates 
a liar! She is neglected by her hut. 
band, whoſe only motive for marry- 
ing her was to clear an incumbered 
eſtate. Her ſon, her only child, is 
undutiful; the poor never have cauſe 
to bleſs her; nor does ſhe contri. 
bute to the happinels of day human 
being. | . 

To kill time, and drive away the 
pangs of remorſe, ſhe goes from one 
houſe to another, collecting and pro- 
pagating ſcandalous tales, to bring 
others on a level with berſelf. Even 
thoſe who reſemble her are afraid of 
ber; ſhe lives alone in the world, it 
good things are poiſoned by he 
vices, and neither inſpire joy nor gn 
titude. 3 
Before I tell you how ſhe acquite 
thele vicious habits, and enlarged i 


fortune 7 Aileen truth, I mu 
del 


7 
[ 
C 


} 51 | 
| 5 Yo hoy 
io; deſire you to think of Mrs, Trueman, 
the curate's wife, who lives in yonder 
- white houſe cloſe to the church: it is 


jeſſamins that twine about the windows 
give it a pretty . appearance. Her 
voice is ſweet, her manners not only 
eaſy, but elegant; and her ſimple dreſs 
makes her perſon appear to the great- 
eſt advantage. 

She walks to viſit me; and her lit- 
tle ones hang on her hands, andcling 
to her clothes, they are ſo fond of her. 
If any thing terrifies them, they run 
under her apron, and ſhe looks like 
the hen taking care of her young 
brood, The domeſtic animals play 
with'the children, finding her a mild, 

attentive miſtreſs; and out of her ſcan- 
quite ly fo rtune ſhe contrives to feed and 
ed be ciothe many a hungry, ſhivering 
1 mull. wretch; 


a ſmall one, yet the wood-bines and 1 
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ſings ſweetly. 


* 


8 


1 nch, who bleſs her as ſhe paſſes 


alon „ 


ted to poliſh and give it conſequence. 
Drawings, the amuſement of her 


youth, ornament her neat parlour ; ; 
ſome muſical inſtruments Rand in one 


corner; for ſhe plays with taſte, and 


— 


All the furſiture, not forgetting a 


1 book- caſe, full of well choſen books, 


ſpeak the refinement of the owner, 
P | 


and the pleaſures a cultivated mind 
VIM has within its own grafp, i independens 
of proſperity. 


Though the has not any outward. 
decorations, ſhe appears ſuperior to 
her neighbours, who call her the _ 
' Gentlewoman ; indeed every geſture. 
ſhews an accompliſhed and dignified 
mind, that relies on itſelf, when de- 
prived of the fortune which contribu» 


Uer 


EY 
| 53 
Her huſband, a man of taſte and 
learning, reads to her, while ſhe makes 


7 
* 


| Fothes for her children, whom ſhe 
> Peaches, in the tendereſt and moſt 
& PPerſuaſive manner, important truths. 
e Pad elegant accompliſhments. 
d When you have behaved well ſor 
e- one time you ſhall viſit her, and 
u- Fmble in her little garden; there are - 


. Preral pretty ſeats in it, and the 
er Figbtingales warble their ſweeteſt 
r 3 Wigs, undiſturbed, in the ſhade. 
ne have now given you an account 
nd the preſent ſituation of both, and 
their characters; liſten to me whilſt 
a Wiclate in what manner theſe charac- 
ks, Is were formed, and the conſequence 
zer, each adhering to a different mode 
ind conduct. 
ent Lady Sly, when ſhe was a chi | 
A to ſay pert things, which the in- 
Her Wicious people about her laughed at, 
| i he 5 5 


89247 


ſäantly, and invented ſtories, when add. 


<< 
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and called very witty. Finding that 
her prattle pleaſed, ſhe talked inceſ. 


ing to thoſe that had ſome foundation 
was not ſufficient to entertain the 
company. . It ſhe ſtole ſweetmeats, or 
broke any thing, the cat or the dog 
was blamed, and the poor animals 
were corrected for her faults; nay, 
ſometimes the ſervants loſt their places 
in conſequence of her aſſertions. Her 
| parents died and left her a large for 
tune, and an aunt, who had a ful 

larger, adopted her. | 
Mrs. Trueman, her couſin, was 
"EG years after, adopted by the ſam 
lady; but her parents could not lea t 
their eſtate to her, as it deſcended f 

the male heir. She had received ti 
moſt liberal education, and was 1 2 
every reſpect the reverie of her coll a; 
fn ; who envied her merit, and col 
: ; 10 
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nat not bear to think of her dividing the 


ef. J fortune which ſhe had long expected 


dd. to inherit entirely herſelf. She there- 
fore practiſed every mean art to pre- 
jodice her aunt againſt ber, and ſuc- 


ceeded. 


dog A faithful old ſervant endeavoured 
mak to open her miſtreſs's eyes; but the 
nay, cunning niece contrived to invent the 
ace moſt infamous ſtory of the old domeſ- 2 


diſmiſſed. Mrs. Trueman ſupported 
her, when ſhe could not ſucceed in 


generoſity; for her aunt dying ſoon 
after, left only five hundred pounds 


to this amiable woman, and fifty thou: 
ſand to Lady Sly. 


his 


tic, who was in conſequence of it 


vindicating her, and ſuffered for her - 


They both of them married ſhortly _ 
after. One, the profligate L. ord- Sly, 
and the other a reſpectable clergy- 
man, who had been diſappointed in 


r = D Omer ao tt — 10 
r "IF" a * 1 — 
= \ As ' l hs, — 7 e 
7 * he 


56 


his hopes of pre This laſt 
couple, in ſpite of their mutual dit 
appointments, are contented with their 
lot; and are preparing themſelves 
and children for another world, where 
truth, virtue and happineſs dwell to- 
gether. | 

For believe me, whatever happineſs 
we attain in this life muſt faintly re- 
ſemble what God himſelf enjoys, 
whoſe truth and goodneſs produce a 
ſublime degree, ſuch as we cannot 
conceive, it is ſo far above our limit- 
ed capacities. 
I did not intend to detain. you ſo 
long, ſaid Mrs. Mafon; have you 
finiſhed Mrs. Trimmer's Fabulous Hif- 
tories ? Indeed we have, anſwered Ca- 
roline mournfully, and 1 was very 
ſorry to come to the end. I ne- 
ver read ſuch a pretty book; may 
SE read it over again to Mrs. True: 
man's 


A er y produces Self. -contempt, 


3 


man's little Fanny? Certainly, faid 
Mrs. Maſon, if you can make her un- 
derſtand that birds never talk. Go 
and run about the garden, and re- : 
member, the next lie I detect I ſhall 
puniſh ; becauſe lying is a vice; and | 
I ought to puniſh you if you are guil- 
ty of it, to prevent your feeling Lady 
Sly's miſery. 


CHA P. VI. 
and the Neglect of others. 


Mzs. Maſon had a number of vi- 
ſitors one forenoon, who converſed in 
the uſual thoughtleſs manner, which 
people often fall into who do not con- 
ſider betore they ſpeak : . talked 
of 
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of Caroline's beauty, and ſhe gave 
herſelf many affected airs to make it 
appear to the beſt advantage. But 
Mary, who had not a face to be proud 
of, was obſerving ſome peculiarities 
in the dreſs or manners of the gueſts; 
and one very reſpectable old lady, 
who had loſt her teeth, afforded her 
more diverſion than any of the reſt. 
I be children went to bed without 
being reproved, though Mrs. Maſon, 
when ſhe diſmiſſed them, ſaid gravely, 
I give you to-night a kiſs of peace, an 
affectionate one you have not defery: 
ed. They therefore diſcovered by hea 
behaviour that they bad done wrong, 
and waited for an explanation to re- 
gain her favour. 
She was never in a paſſion, but her 
quiet, ſteady diſpleaſure made them 
feel ſo little in their own eyes, they? 
- wiſhed her to ſmile that they might” 
— 


* 


* * 
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be ſomething ; for all their confe- 
quence ſeemed to ariſe from her ap- 
probation. I declare, ſaid Caroline, 
do not know what I have done, and 
yet Jam ſure I never knew Mrs. Ma- 
ſon find fault, without convincing 
me that I had done wrong. Did you, 
Mary, ever ſee her in a paſſion? No, 
faid Mary, I do believe that ſhe was 
never angry in her life; when John 
threw down all the china, and ſtood 
trembling, ſhe was the firſt to ſay that 
the carpet made him ſtumble. Yes, 
now [ do remember, when we firſt _ 
came to her houſe, John forgot to 
bring the cow and her young calf into 
the cow-houſe ; I heard her bid him 
do it direQly, and the poor calf was 
almoſt frozen to death—ſhe_ ſpoke 
then in a hurry, and ſeemed angry. 
Now you mention it, IJ do recollect, 
replied Caroline, that ſhe was angry, 

when, 
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when Betty did not carry the poo 
ſick woman the broth ſhe ordered he 
to take to her. But this is not lik 
the paſſion I uſed to ſee nurſe in, whe 
any thing vexed her. She wou 
ſcold us, and beat the girl who wait 
ed on her. Poorlittle Jenny ! man 
a time was ſhe beaten, when we ver 
ed nurſe: I would tell her ſhe was 
blame now if I faw her, and I woul 
not teaſe her any more. 
I declare I cannot go to ſleep, fa 
Mary, I am afraid of Mrs. Maſon 
eyes would you think, Caroline 
that ſhe who looks ſo very good-m 
tured ſometimes could trighten on 
ſo? I wiſh 1 were as wiſe and as go 
as ſhe is. The poor woman with til 
ſix children, whom we met on th 
common, ſaid ſhe was an angel, an 
that ſhe had ſaved her's and her chil 
dren's lives. My heart is in my movli 
indeed 
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indeed, replied Caroline, when I 
think of to-morrow morning, and yet 
| am much happier than I was when 
we were at home. I cried, I cannot 
now tell for what, all day; I never 
wall wiſhed to be good—nobody told me 
manvhat it was to be good. I wiſh to be 
ven woman, ſaid Mary, and to be like 
Mrs. Maſon, or Mrs. 'Frueman—we 
re to go to ſee her if we behave well. 

Sleep foon overpowered them, and. 
they forgot their apprehenſions. In 
the morning they awoke refreſhed, 
and took care to learn their leſſons, 
pnd feed their chickens, before Mrs. 
Maſon left her chamber. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Virtue the Soul of Beauty—The Tui 
and the Roſe—The Nightingale 
External Ornameimts—Chatatters, 


T'II E next morning Mrs. Malo 
met them firſt in the garden; andi 
deſired Caroline to look at a bed ( 
tulips, that were then in their hight 
ſtate of perfection. I, added fi 
chooſe to have every kind of floy 
in my garden, as the ſucceſſion en 
bles me to vary my daily propel 
and gives it the charm of variet 
yet theſe tulips afford me leſs plc 

ſure than moſt of the other ſort wii 
I cultivate—and I will tell you why 
they are only beautiful. Liſten 
my diſtinction ;—good features, 2 

. 5 af 
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fine complexion, I term bodily beau- | 
J. Like the ſtreaks in the tulip, they 
eaſe the eye for a moment; but this 
niformity ſoon tires, and the active 
nind flies off to ſomething elſe. The 
out of beauty, my dear children, con- 
its in the body gracefully exhibiting 
be emotions and variations of the 
worming mind. If truth, humanity 
nd knowlege inhabit the breaſt, the. 
yes will beam with a mild luſtre, 
nodeſty will ſuffuſe the cheeks, and 
niles of innocent joy play over all ü 
be features. At firſt fight, regula- Lo 9 
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Maſd 
nd il 
Ded ( 
night 
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flow 
n ei and colour will attract, and have 
oſpeſ advantage, becauſe the hidden 


rien rings are not directly ſet in motion; 
s pe! when internal goodneſs is reflect- 

every other kind of beauty, the 
"a of it, withers N before 1 it, 


the ſun obſcures a lamp. - 
R 45 8 
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Fou are certainly handſome, Ca. Not 
roline; I mean, have good features; The 
but you mult improve your mind to drei 
give them a pleaſing expreſſion, ot daz 
they will only ſerve to lead your un tent 
derſtanding aſtray. I have ſeen ſom 
fooliſh people take great pains to de 
corate the outſide of their houſes, ( 
attract the notice of ſtrangers, wheſbcau 
gazed, and paſſed on; whilſt the in 
ſide, where they received their friend 
was dark and inconvement. Apph 
this obſervation to mere perſonal 
trations. They may, it is true, fa 
a few years, charm the fuperficial pat 
of your acquaintance, whoſe notion 
of beauty are not built on any prind 
ple of utility. Such perſons migh 
look at you, as they would gland 
their eye over theſe tulips, and fe 
tor a moment the fame pleaſure tha 
a view of the variegated rays of a 
: woul 
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would convey to an uninformed mind. 
| The lower claſs of mankind, and chil- 
ren, are fond of finery; gaudy, 
dazzling: appearances catch their at- 

tention 3 but the diſcriminating judg- 
nent of a perſon of ſenſe requires, be- 
Mides colour, order, proportion, grace 
and uſefulneſs, to render the idea of 
beauty complete. 

Obſerve that roſe, it has all the 
perſections I ſpeak of; colour, grace, 
nd ſweetneſs—and even when. the 
fine tints ſade, the ſmell is grateful to 
hoſe who have before contemplated 
Its beauties. I bave only one bed of 
tulips, though my garden is large, 
dut, in every part « of it, roles attract 
e eye. 1 
Lou have ſeen Mrs. Trueman, and 
link her a very fine woman ; yet her 
kin and complexion bave only the 


learneſs that temperance gives; and 
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her features, ſtrictly ſpeaking, are not Pre n 
regular: Betty, the houſe-maid, has, edge 
in both theſe reſpects, much the ſupe. Me is 
riority over her. But, though it is Morce: 
not eaſy to define in what her beauty elem 
conſiſts, the eye follows her whenever {once 
ſhe moves; and every perſon of taſte Mage. 
liſtens for the modulated ſounds which ba 
proceed out of her mouth, to be im. rder 
proved and pleaſed. It is conſcious ents 
worth, ruth, that gives dignity to boſe t 
her walk, and fimple elegance to her uma 
converſation. She has, indeed, od 
moit excellent underitanding, and 1 be fe 
teeling heart; ſagacity and tender Reet. 
neſs,” the reſult of both, are happily 
blended in her countenance ; and 
taite is the poliſh, which makes them 
appear to the belt advantage. She' 1s 
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more than beautiful; and you fee trels: 
ber varied excellencies again and nd art 
again, with increaſing pleaſure. They 
| are 


« 


re not obtruded on you, for kn now- 


reſembles the modeſt rx roſe, you lee 


Age. | ' 


hoſe that ſing wit have not the fineit 
lumage; indeed. juit the contrary 


ie feathered race, the mghtingale 
Iseetcit of warblers, who peurs forth 
er varied ſtrain when ſober eve comes 
bn) you wouid {cek in vain in tne 


If! feathers ſhould point out the ſong- 
ireſs : many who inceſſantly twitter, 
nd are only tolerable in the general 

| £7 concert, 


edge has taught her true humility: 
he is not like the flaunting tulip, that 
orces itſelf forward i into notice; but. 
wonder, retiring under 1 its elegant fo- 
have mentioned flawers the ſame: 


Prder is obſerved in the higher depart- 
ents of nature. Think of the birds; 


bod divides his gifts, and among. 


norning, if you expected that beauti- 
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1 
concert, would ſurpaſs her, and attrac 
your attention. 

I knew, ſome time before you were 
born, a very fine, a very handſonie 
girl; I faw ſhe had abilities, and I ſau 
ch pain that ſhe attended to the 
moſt obvious, but leaf valuable gift 
of Heaven. Her ingenuity flept, 
whilſt ſhe'tried to render her perſon 
more alluring. At laſt ſhe caught the 
ſmall-pox—her beaurv vaniſhed, and 
ſhe was for a time miſerable ; but the 
natural vivacity of youth overcame 
her unpleaſant feelings. In conle 
quence of the diſorder, her eyes be- 
caine {o weak that the was obliged to 
lit in a dark room. To beguile the 
tedious day ſhe applied to mulic, and 
made a ſurpriſing proficiency. She 
even began to think in her retirement, 
and when ſhe recovered her ſight 
grew tond of reading. | 
I Large 
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Large companies did not now amuſe 
her, ſhe was no longer the object. of 


admiration, or if ſhe was taken no- 
tice of, it was to be pitied, to hear 


her former ſelf-praiſed, and to hear PI 


them lament the depredation that 


dreadful diſeaſe had made in a fine 


ace. Not expecting or wiſhing to be 
obſerved, the loſt her affected airs, 
nd attended to the converſation, -in. 
which ſhe was ſoon able to bear a 
part. In ſhort, the deſire of pleaſing 
took a different turn, and as ſhe im- 
proved her mind, ſhe diſcovered that 
virtue, internal beauty, was valuable 
on its own account, and not like that 
of the perſon, which reſembles a toy, 
that pleaſes the obſerver, but does not 
ender the poſl:ffor happy. 

She found that, in acquiring know- 
edge, her mind grew Ganguil, and 


the 


A 
the noble deſire of acting conform. 
ably to the will of God ſucceeded, 


and drove out the immoderate vanity 


which before actuated her, when her 
| equals were the objects ſhe thought 
moſt of, and whoſe approbation ſhe 
ſought with ſuch eagerneſs. And 
what had ſhe ſought ? To be ſtared 
at and called handſome. Her beauty, 
the mere fi ight of it, did not make 
others good, or comfort the afflicted; 
but after ſhe had loſt it, ſhe was com. 

fortable herſelf, and ſet her friends 
the moſt uſeful example. 

The money that ſhe had former 
appropriated to ornament her perſon, 
now clothed the naked ; yet ſhe real- 
ly appeared better are, as ſhe bad 
acquired the habit of employing her 
time to the beſt advantage, and could 
make many things herſelf. Beſides, 
ſhe did not implicitly follow the reign- 
| ns 


ing 
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and 
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7A 
ing faſhion, for ſhe had learned to 
diſtinguiſh, and in the moſt trivial 
matters aQed according to the dic- 
tates of good os. 

The children made ſome comments 
on this ſtory, but the entrance of a 
viſtor interrupted the converſation, 
and they ran about the garden, com- 
paring the roſes and tulips, 
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CHAP VL 


Summer | Evenings A muſement—T} 
Arrival of a Family of Haymater . 1 10 
Nidicule of perſonal Defects cenſi 3 

e- Storm—T he Tear of Dead. 
—T be Cottage of hone/# Jack, 1 
fſoipwrecked Sailor —T he Hiſtory 
Fack, and his faithful Dog Pi 

pey. 
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Tux evening was pleaſant; Mr 
Maſon and the children walked out 
and many ruſtic noiſes ſtruck the 
ears. Some bells in a neighbourit 
village, ſoftened by the diſtangſſations, 
ſounded pleaſingly; the beetles hue poc 
med, and the children purſued thefed a ri 
not to deſtroy them, but to obfen 


- 
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LY 
their form, and aſk queſtions concern- 


ng their mode of living. Sheep were 


Pear them babbled along, while the 
bund of the diſtant ocean died away 


vg to the whiſtling of the hay- mak- 


eld. They met a whole family, who 
game every year from another county 
where they could not find conſtant 
mployment, and Mrs. Maſon allowed 
hem to fleep in her barn. The little 


ried to catch a ſmile; and ſhe was 


MWations. Beſides, ſhe thought that 
e poor who are willing to work, 
ad a right to the comforts of life. 


bleating and cattle lowing, the rivulet > 


n the ear—or they forgot it, liſten- 


rs, who were returning from the 


nes knew their. benefaQtreſs, and 
ver ready to {mile on thoſe whom 


be obliged; ſor ſhe loved all her fel - 
w. creatures, and love lightens obli - 
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it involuntarily, for I have accuſtomed 
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A ſew moments after, they met along 
deformed woman; the children ſtaredi fete. 
her almoſt out of cquntenance; buff It 
Mrs. Maſon turned Her head anothetM, ſtra 
way, and when the poor object waiſſhehav 
out of hearing, ſaid to Mary, I in 
tended to reprove you this morning 
for a fault which I have frequently 
ſeen you commit; and this moment] 
and the other evening it was particu 
larly conſpicuous. When that de 
formed woman paſſed us, I involun 
tarily looked at ſomething elſe, and 
would not let her perceive that ſhe 
was a diſguſting figure, and attraQed 
notice on that account. I ſay, I di 
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elled t 


myſelf to think of others, and whal 
they will ſuffer on all occaſions: and 
this lothneſs to oftend, or even to hutt 
the feelings of another, is an inſtan 
taneous ſpring which actuates m 
conduct 
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conduct, and makes me kindly af. 
ſected to every thing that | breathes. 
If I then am ſo careful not to wound 
a ſtranger, what ſhall I think of your 
behaviour, Mary, when you laughed 
at a reſpectable old woman, who, be- 
fide her virtues and her age, had been 
particularly. civil to you. I have al- 
ways ſeen perſons of the weakeſt un- 
derſtandings, and whoſe hearts bene- 
volence ſeldom touched, ridicule bo- 
ily infirmities, and accidental de- 
ets. They could only reliſh the infe- 
ior kind of beauty, which I deſcribed 
bis morning, and a filly joy has ela- 
ed their empty ſouls, on finding, by 
ompariſon, that they were ſuperior to 
chers in that reſpect, though the con- 
luſion was erroneous, for merit, men- 
1 acquirements, can only give a juſt 
aim to ſuperiority.” Had you poſ- 
elled tae {maleſt portion of diſcern- 
F 3 ment, 
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ment, you would ſoon have forgotten bon 
the tones, loſs of teeth made draw They 
ing, in liſtening to the chearſul good lurri 
ſenſe which that worthy woman tone 
words conveyed. You laughed, beWind d 
cauſe you were ignorant, and I nowſÞpeals 
excuſe you; but ſome years henceMibe w 
if I were to ſee you in companyManon 
with ſuch a propenſity, I ſhould flilMbranc 
think you a child, an overgrown one Th 
whoſe mind did not NO as t Mrs. 
body grew. and c 

The iky began to thicken, and th fears. 
lowing of the cattle to have a melamvere 
choly cadence ; the nightingale forg ours, 
her ſong, and fled to her neſt ; anWoſcs, 
the ſea roared and laſhed the rockWious: 
During the calm which portended Mut a 
approaching, ſtorm, every creatußtemb! 
was running for ſhelter. - We mull 2m 
if poſſible, ſaid Mrs. Maſon, readme | 
yon cottage on the cliff, for we ſuafncd 
| ſoot 
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bon have a violent thunder-ſtorm. 
They quickened their pace, but the 
hurricane overtook them. The hail- 
ſtones fell, the clouds ſeemed to open 
nd diſcloſe the lightning, while loud 
peals of thunder ſhook the ground; 
the wind alſo in violent guſts ruſhed 
among the trees, tore off the ſlender 
branches and looſened the roots. 

The children were terrified ; but 
Mrs. Maſon gave them each a bad, 
and chatted with them to diſpel their 
fears. She informed them that ſtorms 
were neceſſary to diſſipate noxious va- 
ours, and to anſwer many other pur- 
poles, which were not, perhaps, ob- 


ious to our weak underſtandings. 4 5 


But are you not afraid? cried the 
embling Caroline. No, certainly, 
| am not afraid.—I walk with the 
ame ſecurity as when the ſun enli-” 
med the proſpet—God is {till pre- 

VVV 


ſent, and we are ſafe. Should the 
flaſh that paſſes by us ſtrike me dead, 
it cannot hurt me, I fear not death 
— only fear that Being who can ren. 
der death terrible, on whoſe provi- 
dence I calmly reſt ; and my confi 
dence earthly ſorrows cannot deſtroy. 
A mind is never truly great, till the 
love of virtue overcomes the fear of 
death. Tory bo 

By this time they had mounted the 
cliff, and ſaw the tumultuous deep, 
The angry billows roſe, and daſhed 
againſt the ſhore ; and the loud noiſe 
of the raging ſea reſounded from rock 
to rock. 

They ran into the cottage ; the 
poor woman who lived in it ſent her 
children for wood, and ſoon made 2 
ms fire to _ them. ER | 


The 


79 

The father of the family ſoon after 
came in, leaning on crutches ; and 
over one eye there was a large patch. 
am glad to ſee you honeſt Jack, ſaid 
Mrs. Maſon ; come and take your 
ſeat by. the fire, and tell the children 
the ſtory of your ſhipwreck. | 

He inſtantly complied. I was very 
young, my dear ladies, faid Jack, 
when I went to ſea, and endured ma- 
ny hardſhips, —however I made a fhift 
to weather them all; and whether the 
wind was fair or foul, I ran up the 
ſhrouds and ſung at the helm. I had 
always a good heart, no lad fore or 
at had a better; when we were at 
lea, I never was the firſt to flinch; 
and on ſhore 1 was as merry as the beſt 
of them, I married ſhe you ſee yon- 
der, (lifting his crutch to point to his 
wife) and her work and my wages did 
together, till I was ſhipwrecked on 
E” 4 1 IHR theſe 
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Oh! it was a dreadful 


theſe-rocks, 
night ; this is nothing to it; but Lam 
getting to the end as my 25 before 
it. 80 
During the war, I went once or 


twice to New York, hie laſt was a 
good voyage, and we were all return. 
ing with joy to dear England, when 
the ſtorm roſe; the veſſel was like a 
| bird, it flew up and down, and ſeveral 
of our beſt hands were waſhed' clean 
overboard—My poor captain! a bet- 
ter never plowed the ocean, he fell 
overboard too, and it was ſome time 
before we miſſed him; for it was quite 
dark, except that flaſhes of lightning 
now and then gave us light. 
at the helm, laſhing it to the fide of 
the ſhip—a dreadful flaſh came acrok 
me, and I loſt one of my precious 
_ eyes. —But thank God . have one 
left. 


The 


1 was] 
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The weather cleared up next day, 
and, though we had been finely maul- 
ed, I began to hope, for J hate to be 


faint- hearted, and certainly we ſhould _ 


have got into the channel very ſoon, 
if we had not fell in with a French 
man of war, which took us; for we 
could not make any reſiſtance. 

I had a dog, poor Pompey | with 
me. Pompey would not leave me, he 
was as fond of me as if he had been a 
chriſtian. 1 had leſt one eye by the 
lightning, the other had been ſore; ſo - 
that I could. hardly call it a pcep-hole. 
yomehow I fell down the hatchway, 
and bruiſed one of my legs; but I did 
not mind it, do ye ſee, till we arrived 
at Breſt and were thrown into a 
French Prion. | | ö 

Ibere I was worſe off than ever; 
the room we were all towed in was 
fall of vermin, and our food very 


ES» 
bad; mouldy biſcuits, and falt filh, 

The priſon was choke full, and many 
a morning did we find ſome honeſt 
fellow with his chops fallen—he was 
not to be waked any more !—he was 
gone to the other country, do ye 
ſee. | SW 
Yet the French have not fuch hard 
hearts as pevple ſay they have! Seve- 
ral women brought us broth and wine; 
and one gave me ſome rags to wrap 
round my leg, it was very painful, I 
could not clean it, nor had I any plail- 
ter. One day I was looking forrow- 

fully at it, thinking for certain [ 
ſhould loſe my precious limb ; when, 
would you believe it ? Pale ſaw 
what I was thinking about, and be- 

gan to lick it.— And, I never knew 
ſuch a ſurprizing thing, it grew better 

and better every day, and at laſt was 

healed without any plaiſter. 


CA II 


8 
m 


—— — 
3 —— # 


1 


After 


* 8 » 


| 


83 

After that I was very ſick, and the 
ſame tender-hearted creature who 
gave me the rags, took me to her 
houſe ; and freſh air ſoon recovered 
me. I for certain ought to ſpeak well 
of the French ; but for their kindneſs 
| ſhould-have been in another port by 
this time. Mayhap I might have gone 
with a fair wind, yet I fhould have 
been ſorry to have left my poor wife 
and her children. But 1 am letting 


all my line run out! Well, by and- 


by, there was an exchange of priſo- 
ners, and we were once more in an 
Engliſh: veſſel, and 1. made ſure of ſee- 


ing my family again; but the wea- 


ther was ſtill foul. Three. days and 

nights we were in the greateſt diſtreſs; 
and the fourth the ſhip was daſhed © 
againſt theſe rocks. Oh! if you had 
heard the craſh ! The water ruſhed 
in—the men * Lord have 
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mercy on us! There was a woman 
in the ſhip, and, as 1 could ſwim, [ 
tried to ſave her, and Pompey fol. 
lowed me ; but I loſt him—poor fel. 
low! I declare I cried like a child 
when I ſaw his dead body. However 
I brought the woman to ſhore ; and 
aſſiſted ſome more of my meſs-mates; 
but, ſtanding in the water ſo long, [ 
loſt the uſe of my limbs—yet Heaven 
was good to me; Madam, there, ſent 
a cart for us all, and took care of us; 
but I never recovered the uſe of my 
limbs. So ſhe aſked me all about my 
misfortunes, and ſent for wife, who 
came directly, and we have lived here 
ever ſince. We catch fiſh for Ma- 
dam, and I watch for a ſtorm; hoping 
fome time or other to be as kind toa 
poor periſhing ſoul as ſhe has been to 
me. 
might now have been begging about 
| 5 the 
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the ſtreets, but for Madam, God bleſs 
KT 3 „„ 
A tear ſtrayed down Mrs. Maſon's 
cheek, while a ſmile of benevolence 
lighted up her countenance—the little 
girls caught each hand—They were 
all filent a few minutes, when ſhe, 
willing to turn the diſcourſe, enquired 
whether they had any fiſh in the 
houſe ? Some were produced, they 
were quickly dreſſed, and they all eat 
together. They had a chearful meal, 
and honeſt Jack ſung ſome of his ſea- 
faring ſongs, and did all he could to 
divert them and expreſs his gratitude. 
Getting up to reach the brown loaf, 
he limped very awkwardly, Mary was 
jut beginning to laugh, when ſhe re- 
rained herſelf; for ſhe recollected 
that his awkwardneſs made him truly 
reſpeQable, becauſe he had loſt. the 
ule of his limbs when he was doing 
| good, 
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good, ſaving the lives of his fellow. 
creatures. . 

The weather cleared up, and they 
home. The children con. 
verſed gally with each other all the 
way bott, talking of the poor ſatlor, 
and Eis Faithful dog. 


CHAP. IX. 
\ The Incenveniences of i mmoderate Indus 


. 


5 hi were allowed to help 
themſelves to fruit, when it made a 
85 part of their meal; and Caroline al- 


ways took care to pick out the beſt, 


or ſwallow what ſhe took 1 ina hurry, 
c led 
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jeſt ſhe ſhould not get as much as ſhe 


wiſhed for. Indeed ſhe generally eat 


more than her ſhare. She had ſeve- 
ral times eaten more than a perſon 


ought to eat at one time, without. 


feeling any ill effects; but one after- 
noon ſhe complained of a-pain in 
her ſtomach in conſequence of it, and 
her pale face and languid eyes plainly 
thewed her indiſpoſition. Mrs. Ma- 
ſon gave her an emetic, and after 


the operation 'fhe. was obiiged to go 


to bed, though ſhe had promiſed her- 
ſelf a pleaſant walk that evening. 
She waSleft alone, for Mary was not 
permitted to ſtay at home with her, 
as ihe offered to do. Had her fick- 


neſs been accidental, we would both 


have tried to. amule her, ſaid Mrs. 


Maſon ; but her greedineſs now re- 


ceiving its natural and juſt puniſh- 


ment, ſhe muſt endure it without the 
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alleviation which pity affords ; only 


and confinement it produced has al- 
ready laſted ſome hours. 


recovered, ſhe got up, as uſual, to 
have a walk before breakfaſt. Dur- 
ing theſe walks, Mrs. Maſon told 


Theſe vi- 


to viſit her poor tenants. 


judgmcat of their wants, but made 


houſes and perſons clean. And re- 
turning through the farm- yard, Mrs. 
Maſon ſtopped according to. cuſtom, 
to ſee whether the poor 281 50 were 


The ſervant was juſt 


her breakfaſt. 
4 8 feeding 


| 1 
tell her from me, that the pleaſure 
was but momentary, while the pain 


The next morning, though ſcarcely 


them ſtories, pointed out the wiſdom 
of God in the creation, and took them 


{its not only enabled her to form a 


them rery induſtrious z for they v ere 
all anxious that ſhe might, find theit 


taken care of—th!is ſhe called earning 
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feeding the -pigs, and though ſhe 


poured a great quantity into the 
trough, the greedy creatures tried to 
gobble it up from one another. Ca- 
roline bluſhed, ſhe ſaw this ſight was 
meant for her, and ſhe felt aſhamed of 
ber gluttony. But Mrs. Maſon, wil- 


ling to impreſs her ſtill more . 


thus addreſſed her. 


Providence, my child, has given : 


us paſſions and appetites for various 
purpoſes—two are generally obvious ; 
[will point them out to you. © Firſt to 
render our preſent life more com- 
fortable,. and then to prepare us for 


mother, by making us ſociable be- 


ings; as in ſociety virtue is acquired, 
and ſelf denial practiſed. A mode- 
ate- quantity of proper food recruits 
our exhauſted ſpirits, and invigorates 


the animal functions; but, if we ex- 


ceed moderation, the mind will be 


oppreſſed, 
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go 
oppreſſed, and ſoon become the flave M the 
of the body, or both grow liſtlefs and yo 
inactive. Employed various ways, W 2 
families meet at meals, and there the 
giving up to each other, learn in the 1 1 
molt eaſy, pleaſant way to govern their eat 
appetites. Pigs, you ſee, devour what th: 
they can get; but men, if they have wc 
any affections, love their fellow-cres. ſin 
tures, and with for a return; nor will to 
they, for the ſake of a brutiſh grati- tal 
fication, loſe the eſteem of thoſe they thi 
value. Beſides, no one can be rec - g 
koned virtuous who has not learned 
to bear poverty : yet thoſe who think th 
much of gratifying their appetites, we 
will at laſt act meanly in order to in- I. 
dulge them. But when any employ- 1y 
ment of the underſtanding, or ſtrongh p 
altection « occupies the mind, eating 1s th 


ſeldom thought a matter of greater cu 
importance than it ought to be. Le di 
| „ 
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the idle think of their meals; but do 
you employ the intermediate time 1n 
a different manner, and only enjoy 
them when you join the ſocial circle. 


I like to ſee children, and even men, + | 


eat chearfully, and gratefully receive 
the bleſſings ſent by Heaven ; yet I 
would not have them abuſe thoſe bleſ- 
ſings, or ever let the care neceſſary 
to ſupport the body injure the immor- 
tal ſpirit : many think of the ſuſtenance. 
the former craves, and entirely ne- 
glect the latter. 

I remarked to you before, that in 
the moſt apparently trivial concerns, 
we are to do as we would be done by. 
This duty mult be practiſed conſtant- 
Iy.; at meals there are frequent op- 
portunities, and I hope, Caroline, I 
mall never again fee you eager to ſe- 
cure dainties for yourſelf, If ſuch a 
diſpoſition were to grow up with you, 

you 


on 


you ovght to live alone, for no one 


flould enjoy the advantages and plea- 


ſares which ariſe from ſocial inter- 
courſe, who is unwilling to give way 
to the inclinations of others, and al- 
low each their ſhare of the good things 
of this life. | 
You experienced yeſterday, Rink 
pain follows immoderate indulgence ; 
it is always the caſe, though ſome- 


times not felt ſo immediately ; but the 


conſtitution - is inſenſibly deſtroyed, 
and old age will come on, loaded with 
infirmities. You alſo loſt a very plea- 
_ fant walk, and ſome fine fruit. We 


.v 


viſited, Mrs. Goodwin's garden, and 


as Mary had before convinced me 
| that ſhe could regulate her appetites, 
I gave her leave to pluck as much 
W fruit as ſhe wiſhed ; and ſhe did not 
W abuſe my indulgence. On the con- 
| Ry: ſhe ſpent moſt part of the time 
in 


» Ky > - 


in gathering ſome for me, and het 
attention made 1t taſte ſweeter. 


Coming home I called her my 


friend, and ſhe deſerved the name, 
for ſhe was no longer a child ; a rea- 
ſonable affection had conquered an ap- 
petite; her underſtanding took the 
lead, and ſhe had ei a vir- 
tue. | 

The ſubje&t was now dropped ; but 
Caroline determined to copy in fu- 


ture ber ſiſter's temperance and felf- 


denial. 
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The Danger of Dela) — Deſcription of a 

Manſion- pouſs in Ruins — The Hiſ- 
tory of Charles Tovunly. 


Mes. Maſon, who always regulat- 
ed her own time, and never loitered 


her hours irreſolutely away, had very 


frequently to wait for the children, 
when ſhe withed to walk, though ſhe 
had deſired them to be ready at a 
_ preciſe time. Mary in particular had 
a trick of putting every thing off till 
the laſt moment, and then ſhe did but 
| balf do it, or left it undone. This 
indolent way of delaying made her 
mils many eee of obliging 
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[ind doing good; and whole hours 
were loſt in thoughtleſs idleneſs, which 
ſhe afterwards withed had been better 
employed. | 

This was the caſe one day, when 


ſhe had a letter to write to her father; 
ind though it was mentioned to her 


early in the morning, the fineſt part 
of the evening ſlipped away whilſt ſhe 
was finiſhing it 


he intended to have ſaid. 

Out of breath ſhe joined them ; 
nd after they had croſſed ſeveral 
fields, Mrs. Maſon turning down a 
long avenue, bade them look at a large 
od manſion-houſe. It was now in 


wins, Ivy grew over the ſubſtantial 
walls, that ſtill reſiſted the depreda- - 
ions of time, and almoſt concealed a _ 


noble arch, on which maimed lions 
couched ; and vultures. and eag S 
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; and her haſte made 
ber forget the principal thing which 


— Er 


> a, D * 


— - 


7 A 2 * f — 
— — —U[jꝓ 


— — 
A ew, — — 
7 i > T 
Fa »# © 7 * Fg - 2 — 
e A 2. b 
8 3 "AE" 2 >; 4x 
4 SG rr . N 
— 99 4 * * —.— ” 8 
7 IR.” 0 - L — 
PRE n age 7 
i — wt . 
— — — — 
—_— — n - — 5 
a = 


* 
— — 2 N 


5 


— — — ——— 
— 


— a 
— I jo - m—_—- 2 
r 
mes 
— — ed 
a a ” 


—— 


— 


— BSD Fans, 3 2 
— — — —2—ů— —L— 1 323 
— -D » G1 * => 


if 
* — 
x 
1:4 
| i119 
. 
8.33 
14 
1 
1 
r 
* 4 
| 43 
. 
4 
> ö 
{3 3 
1 3 
„ 
48 '3 . 
= 1 c F 
31 
1 
z 
31.48 
a3 
1 
41 
: 1 
1 4 
1 
. [| 
1 
5 
1 . 
891 
14% 'y 
. 
14 
F * 
. 
„ Ld 
* 
AS 3 
15200 . 
bs i 
1 : 
1 
N 
HH 
1 
=” 
> IF 
2 
. 
1 74 
3 4 
py 4 
1g 5 
12 © 
f . 
7 [ ä 
. 
2 
o 
Fry i 
„ 
_ 
4 
n 
1 4 
Fi 71 
4 : 
_ 
= % f 
R | 
+ if 
* ? 
* i 
' 
TI: } 
14: 
[ p 5 
13:76 
E BELT 
* de 
1 
. 
* . 
15 * 
» 
1 
1 
* 
"4 . 
" . 
St} 
* 
10. 
111 
74 1 
72 £ 
I. 
iv 
+ 
* 4 
* '£ 1 
nt 64 
2 
1 | 
1 
[33 
LEES 
[42 13K 
: 
if q 
7 
21 
4 
iI'vf 
i 
i. 
x - 
1 
»t -< 
1 
4 
; 4 
wt: 
4 E. U 
— 3 
2 
"oa. | 
\ * 
Wn 
1 
i 
4 * 


— — ) — — 


2 * 
„r eu 
1 — ww Ps 
* - 9 
. > ont gh meg —— 
- 1 — 5 — 
"25 ace >; * WES 


ſhelter for toads and adders.— 


N 
8 
8 
. 2 


96 


who had loſt their wings, ſeemed to 


reſt for ever there., Near it was 2 


rocokery, and the rooks lived ſaſe iq 


the high trees, whoſe trunks were all 
covered with ivy or moſs, and a num- 


ber of funguſſes grew about their large 


roots. The graſs was long, and re. 
maining undiſturbed, fave when the 


wind {wept acroſs it, was of courſe 


pathlcſs. Here the mower never whet 
his ſcythe, nor did the haymakers mix 
their ſongs with the hoarſe croaking 
of the rooks. A ſpacious baſon, ot 
the margin of which water-plant: 
grew with wild luxuriance, was Over- 
ſpread with ſlime; and afforded 1 


In many places were heaped, the ruins 


of ornamental buildings, whilſt ſun. 


dials reſted in the ſhade; and pedel- 
tals, that had cruſhed the figures they 
before ſupported. Making their way 

through 
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througb the graſs, they would fre 


quently ſtumble over a headleſs ſtatue, 
or the head would impede their pro- 
grefs. When they ſpoke, the ſound 
ſeemed to return again, as if unable 


to penetrate the thick ſtagnated air. 


The ſun could not dart its purifying 


fays through the thick gloom, and 


the fallen leaves contributed to choke 


up the way, and render the air more 


noxious. ä 
brought you to this place on pur- 
poſe this evening, ſaid Mr. Maſon to 


he children, who clung about her, 
to tell you the hiſtory of the laſt in- 


habitant; but, as this part is un- 
tholeſome, we will fit on the broken 
tones of the drawbridge. 


Charles Townley was a boy of un. 


common abilities, and ſtrong feelings; 
but he ever permitted thoſe feelings 


to direct his conduct, without ſubmit- 
„ ting 
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98 
ting to the direction of reaſon; | 
mean, the preſent emotion governed 
him. He had not any ſtrength ot 


conſiſtency of character; one moment 


he enjoyed a pleaſure, and the next fe 
the pangs of remorſe, on account of 
ſome duty which he had neglected.— 
He always indeed intended to act righ 
in every particular o- mor rot; but 10 
day he followed the prevailing whim, 

He heard by chance of a man in 


great diſtreſs, he determined to re. 


lieve him, and left his houſe in order 
to follow the humane impulſe; but 
meeting an acquaintance, he was per 
ſuaded to go to the play, and 7o-mor 
row, he thought, he would do the 
charity. The next morning ſome 
company came to breakfaſt with him 
and took him with them to view ſome 
fine pictures. In the evening he went 
to a concert; the day following b. 
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was tired, and laid in bed'till noon 
then . read a pathetic ſtory, well 
vrought up, wept over it—fell aſleep-- 
and forgot to act humanely. An ac- 
cdent reminded him of his inten- 
| ion; he ſent to the man, and found 
that he had too long delayed. - the 5 
lief was uſeleſs. 
In this thoughtleſs manner he ſpent 
lis time and fortune; never applying 
Wi any profeſſion, though formed to 
hine in any one he ſhould havechoſen. 
His friends were offended, and at laſt 
lowed him to languiſh in a gaol 
nd as there appeared no-probability 
f reforming or fixing him, they left 
lim to ſtruggie with adverſity. 
Severely did he reproach himſelf— 
Ne was almoſt loſt in deſpair, when a 
mend viſited bim. This friend loved 
lie latent ſparks of virtue which he 
Wnagined would ſome time or other 
G 2 light 
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regain his loſt fortune. 
interceſſion of this kind, conſiderate 
friend, his relations were reconciled 


light up, and animate his conduct.— 


He paid his debts, and gave him a ſum 
of money ſuflicient to enable him to 


prepare for a voyage to the Eaſt Indies, 


where Charles wiſhed to go, to try to 
Through the 


to him, and his ſpirits raiſed. 

He ſailed with a fair wind, and 
fortune favouring his moſt romantic 
wiſhes, in the ſpace of fifteen years, 
he acquired a much larger fortune 


than he had even hoped for, and 


thought of viſiting, nay, ſettling in 
his native country for the remaindet 


of his life. 


Though impreſſed by the moſt 
lively ſenſe of gratitude, he had drop- 
ped his friend's correſpondence 3 yet, 
as he knew that'he had a daughter, 
his firſt determination was to reſerve 
| | for 
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ſor her the greater part of his pro- 
perty, as the moſt ſubſtantial proof 
which he could give of his gratitude. 
—The thought pleaſed him, and that 
was ſufficient to divert him for ſome 
months; but accidentally hearing that 
his friend had been very unſucceſsful 
in trade, this information made him 
wih to haſten his return to his native | 
ourltry. Still a procraſtinating ſpirit 
poſſeſſed him, and he delayed from 
time to time the arduous taſk of ſet- 
ling his affairs, previous to. his de- 
parture : he wrote, however, to Eng- 
and, and tranſmitted a conſiderable 
lum to a correſpondent, deſiring that 
bis houſe might be prepared for him, 
and the mortgage cleared. LED 
I can ſcarcely enumerate the various 
delays that prevented his embarking ; 
and when he arrived in England, he 
came here, and was ſo childiſhly eager 
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to have his houſe fitted up with taſte, 
that he actually trifled away a month, 
before he went to ſeek for his friend. 
But his negligence was now ſeverely 
puniſhed. He learned that he had 


been reduced to great diſtreſs, and 


thrown into the very gaol, out of 
"which he took Townley, who haſten- 
ing to it, only found his dead body 
there; for he died the day before.— 
On the table was lying, amidſt ſome 
other ſcraps of paper, a letter, di- 
rected in an unſteady hand to Charles 
Townley.— He tore it open.—Pew 
were the ſcarcely legible lines; but 
they ſmote his heart. — He read as 
follows: 

„have been reduced by unfore- 
ee ſeen misfortunes; yet when I heard 
<<. of your arrival, a gleam of joy 


cheered my heart I thought [ knew 
5 your” , and that my latter days 
N * 
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„might ſtill have been made com- 
#* fortable in your ſociety, for I loved 
# you ; I even expected pleaſure ; 
but J was miſtaken ; death is my 
* only friend.” | 
He read it over and over again; 
nd cried out, Gracious God, had I 
rived but one day ſooner I ſhould 
have ſeen him, and he would not have 
died thinking me the moſt ungrateful 
Yvretch that ever burdened the earth! 
tle then knocked his clinched fiſt 
gainſt his forehead, looked wildly 
round the dreary apartment, and ex- 
claimed in achoaked, though impatient 
one, You fat here yeſterday, thinking 
amy ingratitude--Where are younow? 
Oh! that I had ſeen you! Oh! thatmy 
rpenting ſighs could reach you !-— 
He ordered the body to be tered: 
and returned. hope a prey to grief 
and delpannency: —Indulging it to 
excels, | 


ms 


1 7 
exceſs, he negleQed to enquire atter 
his friend's daughter; he intended to 
provide amply for her, but new be 
could only grieve. | 

Some time elapſed, then he ſent, 
and the intelligence which he procur- 
ed aggravated his diſtreſs, and gave it 

a ſevere additional ſting. 

The poor gentle girl had, during 
her father's life, been engaged to a 
worthy young man; but, ſome time 
after his death, the relations of her 
lover had ſent him to ſea to prevent 


the match taking place. She was 
= helpleſs, and had not ſufficient cou- 


5 rage to combat with poverty; to cl-I 


e from i it, ſhe married an old rake 


whom ſhe deteſted. He was ill. hu: 
moured, and his vicious habits ren- 
dered him a moſt dreadful companion. 
She tried in vain to pleaſe him, and 
baniſh the ſorrow that bent her down, 

and 
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Ind made wealth and all the pleaſures 
it could procure taſteleſs. Her tender 
father was dead—ſhe had loſt her 
lover without a friend or confidant, 
flent grief conſumed her. I have 
told you friendſhip is only to be found 
mongſt the virtuous; her huſband | 
was VICIOUS. | 

Ah! why” did ſhe marry ? - ſaid 
Mary. - | 

Becaufe ſhe was ined; but 1 have 
not told you all; the phe that did 
not break her heart, diſturbed her 
reaſon 3 and her huſband confined 

her in a mad-houſe. 
Charles heard of this laſt circum- 
lance ; he viſited her. Fanny, faid 
be, do you recolle& your old friend? 
Fanny looked at him, and reaſon for 
I moment reſumed her ſeat, and in- 
formed her countenance to trace an- ; 
_ on it—the trembling light ſoon 
e 
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diſappeared—wild fancy fluſhed in 
| her eyes, and animated her inceſſant 
rant. She ſung ſeveral verſes of dif: 
_ ferent ſongs, talked of her huſband's 
ill-uſage—enquired if he had lately 
been at ſea; and frequently addreſſed 
her father as if he were behind her 
chair, or fitting by her. 
Charles could not bear this ſcene— 
If I could loſe like her a ſenſe of woe, 
he cried, this intolerable anguiſh 
would not tear my heart! The for- 
tune which he had intended for her 
could not reſtore her reaſon; but, 
had he ſent for her ſoon after her ta- 
| ther's death, he might have ſaved her 
and comforted himſelf. 

The laſt ſtroke was worſe than the 
firſt ; he retired to this abode ;z me- 
lancholy creeping on him, he let his 
| beard grow, and the garden run-wild. 


- One room in the houle the poor lu- 
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natic inhabited; and be had a proper 
perſon to attend her, and guard her 
from the dangers ſhe wiſhed to en- 
counter. Every day he viſited her, 
the fight of her would almoſt have 
unbinged a ſound mind—How could 
he bear it, when his conſcience re- 
proached him, and whiſpered that he 
had neglected to do good, to live to 


any rational purpoſe— The ſweets of 


friendſhip were denied, and he every 
day contemplated the faddeſt of all 
lghts—the wreck of a gs under- 
landing. EX 

He died without a will The eſtate 
vas litigated, and as the title to this 


vas let fall into its preſent ſtate. 
But the night will overtake us, we 
uſt make haſte home Give me your 


he ſtory— 
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part could not be proved, the houſe 


tand, Mary, you tremble ; ſurely I 
need not deſire you to remember this 
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ftory—Be calm, my child, and re 


member that you muſt attend t ing b 
trifles; do all the good you can the Mrs. 


preſent day, nay hour, if you would nd þ 


keep your conſcience clear. This cir}, bu 


cumſpection may not produce daz e fo 
zling actions, nor will your ſilent vit En 
tue be ſupported by human applauſe ind ff 


but your Father, who ſeeth 1 in ſecret raſs u 
will reward you. A} 
> her ne 

a reek 
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Mrs. Trueman's Manner of dreſjing 
—Trifling Omiqions undermine Af 
fection. 
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Marrs procraſtinating tempe 
produced many other ill conlequences 
ſhe would lie 1 in bed till the laſt mo 

; ment 


109 


— 


- _ _ 
"2; ' 
* * * 1 ©, 
. * * n 
— 2 2 7 5 A 
EI _— 
* 1 


rer 
— 2 — > 
c _ 9 2 be 
ru . * VL 
I * 3 i wb 1 8923 
1 4 : 0 WE" 
— — n r 
- * 
r 
2 2 = 8 2 8 oF 
1 * ww = 
— _— 3 6. DEE. e 5 
— tmmetoun» <a: — — 0 — — 
— — 


ment, and then appear without waſh- 
ing her face or cleaning her teeth. 
Mrs. Maſon had often obſerved it, if 
nd hinted her diſlike ; but, unwilling 
to burden her with precepts, ſhe waif- iſ 
ed for a glaring example. One was 
Won accidentally thrown in her way, 
and ſhe determined that it ſhould not 
vals unobſerved. l f 
A lady, who was remarkable for | 
ber negligence in this reſpect, ſpent a 
Wreck with them; and, during that 
me, very frequently diſconcerted the 
economy of the family. She was 
W:!dom fit to be ſeen, and if any com- 
Whany came by chance to dinner, ſhe 
would make them wait till it was 
quite cold, whilſt ſhe huddled on ſome 
Wil-choſen finery. In the ſame ſtyle, if 
little party of pleaſure was propoſed, 
e had to dreſs herſelf, and the harry | 
llcompoſed her, and tired thoſe, 
1 Who 
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: Mrs. Maſon enquired of Mary, what 
effect this week's experience had had 


cule, child, but ſeldom in the Tight 
place; real cauſe for it you let flip 


"thoſe careleſs, who, at other time 
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who did not Ike to loſe time in anti 


cipating a trifling amuſement. _ 
A few hours after ſhe had left them) 


be 


that 

We O 
unfo 
Activ. 
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on her mind ? You are fond of ridi 


ſt 
and heed not the filent reproof tha = 
points at your. own fauits do 0 |: : 
miſtake me, I Would not have yolſ A 
laugh at—yet I with you to feel, wha pe 
18 ridiculous, and learn to diltinguil | 
| others 
folly. Mrs. Dowdy's negligence arile 5 
from indolence; her mind is not em to ſper 
ployed about matters of importance 5 
and, if it were, it would not be ie lect 
ſufficient excuſe for her habituall Hen 
tut | es ee Moidin 
neglecting an eſſential part of a man rels ff 
as well as a Woman's duty. 1 fat K 
| proper 
habitually ; grief will often mak bes no 


vaſte n 
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ve ought to pity rather than divine the 
unfortunate. 
tivity of mind occaſions this inat- 
tention, it will not laſt long; the ſoul 


ſtruggles to free itſelf, and return to 
is ufual tone and old habits. The 
Iady we have been ſpeaking of ever 


appears a ſloven, though ſhe. is ſome- 
limes a ' diſguſting figure, and, at 
others, a very taudry flirt. | 

[ continually caution Caroline not 
Jo ſpend much time in adorning her 
perſon; but I never deſired you to 
Neglect yours. Wiſdom conſiſts in 


nels for dreſs, I term vanity ; but a 
proper attention texzavoid ſingularity 


vate much time about trifles; 5 but 
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jay a proper attention to their perſon; 
and this neglect is a ſure indication 
that the canker- worm is at work; and 
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the time that is neceſſary, employ pro- 
perly. Exerciſe your underſtandin 
taſte flows from it, and will in a mo- 
ment direct you, if you are not too 
ſolicitous to conform to the changing 
faſhions ; and loiter away in laborious 
idleneſs the precarious moments wie 
the imagination is moſt lively, 2nd 
ſhould be allowed to fix virtuous af 
fections in the tender youthful heart. 
Of all the women whom I have eve 
met with, Mrs. Trueman ſeems the 
| freeſt ſrom vanity, and thoſe frivoloy 
views which degrade the female chi 
rater. Her virtues claim . reſped 
and the practice of them engroſſes he 
thoughts; yet her clothes are appi 
rently well choſen, and you alway 
Tee her in the ſame attire. Not tk 
many women who are eager to ſet o 
their perſons to the beſt advantage 
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wk; and are e careleſs, nay fovenly, 
when forced to ſtay at home. Mrs. 
I. rueman's conduct is juſt the reverſe; 
he tries to avoid ſingularity, for ſhe 
does not wiſh to diſguſt the genera- 
ty; but it is her family, her friends, 

whom ſhe ſtudies to pleaſe. _ 

In dreſs it is not little minute things, 
but the 20hole that ſhould be attended 
to, and that every day ; and this at- 
Jention gives an eaſe to the perſon be- 
F cauſe the clothes appear unſtudiedly 
graceful.— Never, continued Mrs. 
Maſon, deſire to excel in trifles, if 
jou do, there is an end to virtuous _ 
emulation, the mind cannot attend to 
both; for when the main purſuit is 
Kiva, the character will of courſe 


neſs is laudable; but if you wiſh to 
be reckoned a well, anelegantly dreſſed 
girl, and feel that praiſe on account of 
„ it 


become inſignificant. Habitual neat- 
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it gives you pleaſure, you are vain; 
and a laudable ambition cannot dwell 
with yanity.. | Wb” 
Servants, and. thoſe women whe 
minds have had a very limited range, 
place all their happineſs in ornaments, 
and frequently negle& the only el. 
fential part in dreſs—neatnelſs. 

I have not the leaſt objection to 
your dreſſing according to your age; 
I rather encourage it, by allowing you 
to wear the gayeſt, colours; yet ] in- 
ſt on ſome degree of uniformity: 
and think you treat me diſreſpe& 
fully when you appear before me, and 

have forgotten to do what ſhould ne- 
ver be neglected, and what you could 
| have done in leſs than a quarter of an 
hour. | 

I always dreſs myſelf before pic 
faſt, and expect you to follow my &. 


ample, if there 1s not a ſufficient and 
LE. obvious 


* 
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obvious excuſe. Lon Mary, miſſed 
# pleaſant airing - yeſterday ; for if 
you had not forgotten the reſpe& 
which is due to me, and hurried down 
to breakfaſt in a ſlovenly manner, I 
ſhould have taken you out with me - 
but I did not chooſe to wait till you 
were ready, as your not being fo was 
entirely your own fault. | 
Fathers, and men in general, com- 
plain of this inattention ; they have 
always to wait for females. Learn to 
avoid this fault, however inſignificant 
it may appear. 1n your eyes, for that 
habit cannot be of little conſequence. 
that ſometimes weakens elteen— 
When we frequently make allowance | 
for another in trifling matters, notions ' 
of inferiority take root in-the mind, 
and too often produce contempt, Re- 
ſpect for the underſtanding muſt be 
ihe baſis of conſta 8 the tenderneſs 
i Ms „ which 


3 3 


4 


which flows from pity is liable to pe- 
riſh inſenſibly, to conſume itſelſ— 
even the virtues of the heart, when 
they degenerate into weakneſs, ſink a 
character in our eſtimation. Beſides, 
a kind of groſs familiarity takes place 
of decent affection; and the reſpect, 
which alone can render domeſtic in- 
timacy a laſting comfort, is loſt before 
we are aware of it. : 


"CHAS, IM 


Behaviour to Servanis.— True Dignity 
of C haradter. : 
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Tar children not coming down to 


| breakfaſt one morning at the uſval 


time 


1 


tim. 
quis 
the 


| mat 


you 
me- 
ſpea 
Mrs 
{wer 
who 


| wea] 


and 


have 
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muſ 
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abou 
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—_ 5 
time, Mrs. Maſon went herſelf to en- 
quire the reaſon; and as ſhe entered 
the apartment, heard Mary ſay to the 
maid who aſſiſted her, I wonder at 
your impertinence, to talk thus to 
me—do you know whom you are 
ſpeaking to ?—ſhe was going on, but 
Mrs. Maſon interrupted her, and an- 
ſwered the queſtion—to a little girl, 
who is only atiliſted becauſe ſhe is 
weak. Mary ſhrunk back abaſhed, 
and Mrs. Maſon continued: as you 
have treated Betty, who is ten years 
older than yourſelf, improperly, you 
muſt now do every thing for your- 
ſelf; and, as you will be ſome time 
adout it, Caroline and 1- will eat our 
breakfaſt, and viſit Mrs. Trueman. 
By the time we return, you may 
perhaps have recollected that children 
are inferior to ſervants, who act from 
the d lickates of reaſon, and whoſe un- 
Hs deͤerſtandings 
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der ſtanding gs arearrived at ſaimis degree 
of maturity, while children muſt be 
governed and directed till heir 
gains ſtrength to work by itſelf : for I ly n 
it is the proper exerciſe of our reaſon I b 
that makes us in any degree indepen- I am 
Ent | a tr 
When Mrs. Maſon returned, ſhe who 
mildly addreſſed Mary. I have often W dow 
told you that every diſpenſation of I leſs. 
Providence tended to our improve. ] you, 
ment, if we do not perverſely act not 
contrary to our intereſt. One being I then 
is made dependent on another, that I virt 
love and forbearance may ſoften the vant 
human heart, and that linked toge- have 
ther by neceſſity, and the exerciſe of ble { 
the ſocial affections, the whole family conſ 
on earth might have a fellow-feeling 
for each other. By theſe means we 
improve one another ; but there is 
no real inferiority. 


Lou 


119 
You have read the fable of the head 
ſuppoling itſelf ſuperior to the reſt 
of the members, though all are equal- 
ly neceflary to the ſupport of life. If 
| behave improperly to ſervants, 1 
am really their inferior, as I abuſe 
a truſt, and imitate not the Being, 
whoſe ſervant 1 am without a ſha- 
dow of equality. Children are help. 
leſs. 1 order my ſervants to wait on 
you, becauſe you are ſo; but 1 have 
not as much reſpect. * you as for 
them; you may poſſibly become a 
virtuous character. — Many of my fer- 
vants are really ſo already; they 
5 done their duty, filled an hum- 
le ſtation, as they ought to till it, 
conſcientiouſly. And do you dare to 
deſpiſe thoſe whom your Creator ap- 
proves? 
hefore the greateſt earthly beings 
| ſhould not 1 awed, they are my 
| ielow 
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fellow ſervants; and, though ſuperi. I beer 
or in rank, which, like perſonal beau. ¶ you! 
ty, only dazzles the vulgar ; yet facre 
may poſſeſs more knowledge and vir. ſo { 
tue. The ſame feeling aQuates me I a w. 
when I am in company with the poor; I you 
we are creatures of the ſame nature, W neſs 
and I may be their inferior in thoſe I pra© 
graces which ſhould adorn my foul, 1 I 
and render me truly great. your 
How often muſt I repeat to you, I ſbe 1 
that a child is inferior to a man; be- Wind 
cauſe reaſon is in its infancy, and it is Waſliſt: 
Treaſon which exalts a man above ble 
2 brute; and the cultivation of it Hbreac 
raiſes the wiſe man above the igno- EWput t. 
rant; for wiſdom is only another ba c 
name for virtue. Perce 
This morning, when I entered M. 
your apartment, I heard you inſult Wifter 
a worthy ſervant. You had juſt faid 
your prayers ; but they muſt have 


been 


* 
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been only the gabble of the tongue; j 
your heart was not engaged in the 
ſacred employment, or you could not 
ſo ſoon have forgotten that you were 
a weak, dependent being, and that 
you were to receive mercy and kind- 
neſs only on the condition of Tu 
practiſing the ſame. 0 

I adviſe you to aſk Betty to pardon 
your impertinence ; till you do ſo, 
ſhe ſhall not aſſiſt you; you would 
find yourſelf very helpleſs without the 
aſſiſtance of men and women—una- 
ble to cook your meat, bake your 
bread, waſh your clothes, or even 
put them on—ſuch a helpleſs creature 
ISA child—I know what you are, you 
perceive. 

Mary ſubmitted ; 64 in fte 
alter ſhe ſaid her prayers, remember- 
ed that ſhe was to endeavour to curb 
ber temper. 
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CHAP. 


Employment. — Idleneſs produces Mit i/ery, 


Oxr afternoon, Mrs. Maſon gave to 


had juſt dined, and did many fooliſh 
things merely becauſe they were idle. 
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CHAP. XII. 


he Cultivation of the Fancy raiſe 
us above the Vulgar, extends our  Hape 
pineſs, and lead, to Virtue. 


the children leave to amuſe them-M wc 


* ſelves ;, but a kind of liſtleſſneſs hung mi 


over them, and at a loſs what to do, the 


they ſeemed fatigued | with doing: no · int 


thing. They eat cakes though they exe 
ſpe 
in! 
Their friend ſeeing that they were i 1 
reſplute, and could not ſix on any em ger 
ployment, requeſted Caroline to alli hoy 
her to make ſome clothes, that a poi left 
woman was in want of, and while will CC 

| al | 
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are at work, ſhe added, Mary will 
read us an entertaining tale, which 1 
will point out. | 4 
The tale intereſted the eli; i 
who chearfully attended, and after it | 
was finiſhed, Mrs. Maſon told them, 
that as ſhe had ſome letters to write, 
ſhe could not take her accuſtomed _ 
walk; but that ſhe would allow them 
to repreſent her, and act for once like 
women. They received their com- 
miſſion, it was to take the clothes to 
BE the poor woman, whom they were 
intended for; learn her preſent wants; 141 
[exerciſe their own judgment with re- 
ſpect to the immediate relief ſhe ſtood MM 
in need of, and act accordingly. _ 
They returned home delighted, ea- 
ger to tell what they had done, and 
bow thankful and happy they had 
elt the poor woman. 
1 Obſerve now, ſaid Mrs. Maſon, the 
advantages 
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advantages ariſing from employment, 
three hours ago you were uncomfort. 


cauſe, and knew not What to do with 
yourſelves. 
mitted a ſin; for you devoured cakes 
without feeling hunger, merely to 
kill time, whilſt many poor people 
_ have not the means of ſatisfying their 
_ natural wants. When I defired you 
to read to me, you were amuſed 3 
and now you have been uſeful you are 
delighted. 


_ with yourſelves; and remember that 
daleneſs muſt always be intolerable, 
becauſe it is only an i kſome conſei. 
ouſneſs of exiſtence. . 

Every gift of Heaven is lent: to us 
for our improvement; 


of the firſt of the inferior 


able, without being ſenſible of the 


Nay, you aQually com- 


Recollect this in future 
when you are are at a lois what to do 


fancy 18 te 
ones; N 


cult ivating it, we acquire what is af 
ed 
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ed taſte, or a reliſh for particular em. 
ployments, which occupy our leiſure 


hours, and raiſe us above the vulgar 
in our converſation. Thoſe who have 


not any taſte talk always of their 


own affairs or of their neighbours ; 
every trivial matter that occurs within 
their knowledge they canvaſs and con- 
jecture about not ſo much out of ill. 
nature as idleneſs : juſt as you eat the 


akes without the impulſe of hunger. 
la the ſame ſtyle people talk of eating 


and dreſs, and long for their meals 
nerely to divide the day, becauſe the 
intermediate time is not employed i in 
2 more intereſting manner. Every 
Wicw branch of taſte that we cultivate 
afords us a refuge from idleneſs, 
Jortreſs in which we may reſiſt the 
Yiaults of vice; and the more noble 


Your employments, the more exalted 


vill our minds become. 


Muſic, 
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and the head of reaſoning and retain, 
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Muſie, drawing, works of afefolteh fre 


and fancy, all amuſe and refine the of 


mind, ſharpen the ingenuity, andi ca 
form inſenſibly the dawning judgment. of 
As the judgment gains ſtrength, ſo 

do the paſſions alſo; we have actions in 
to weigh, and need . taſte in con. an 
duct, that delicate ſenſe of proprieii bet 
which gives grace to virtue. The ed 
higheſt branch of ſolitary amuſement} fer 
is reading; but even in the choice be 
of books the fancy is firſt employed be 


for in reading, the heart is touched ate 


till its feelings are examined by the rio 


underſtanding, and the ripenings of ſoc 


_ reaſon regulate the imagination. Thigh co! 
is the work of years, and the mol} mi 
important of all employments. When]! — 
life advances, if the heart has been co1 
capable of receiving early impreſſions ha. 


ing the concluſions which were drawn 
ron 
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from them; we have acquired a ſtock 
of knowlege, a gold mine which we 
can occaſionally recur to, independent 
of outward circumſtances. | 
The Supreme Being has every thing 


in himſelf; we proceed from Him, 


and our knowlege and affections mult 
return to Him for employment ſuit- 
ed to them. And thoſe who molt re- 
ſemble Him ought, next to Him, to 


be the objects of our love; and the 


beings whom we ſhould try to aſſoci- 


ate with, that we may receive an infe- 
rior degree of ſatisfaction from their 
ſociety. But be aſſured, our chief 


comfort muſt ever ariſe from the 
mind's reviewing its own operations 
—and the whiſpers of an approving 


conſcience, to convince us that life IH! 
has not ſlipped away unemployed. . Ii 
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8 4 es e of 2 8. 
"Welſh Ca/lle.—Hiftor; f a Welſh an 
Harper. — A tyrannical e. — OV 
Ham Pride. | au. 


5 As it was now barveſt time, the 900 
new ſcene, and the fine weather de- 
lighted the children, who ran conti- 
nually out to view the reapers. In- 
deed every thing ſeemed to wear a 
face of NY and the ripe corn ok 
bent under iffown weight, or, more 
erect, ſhewed the laughing e 
ance of plenty. 
Mrs. Maſon always allowing the 
gleaners to have a ſufficient quantity, 
a great number of poor came to ga- 
ther a little harvelt; and ſhe was 
: Te pleaſed 


* — 


and when the labours of the day were | 
over, would play on a fiddle, that fre- 
quently bad but three ſtrings. But it 


pleaſed to ſee the has bande 85 child. 


hood and age collecting the ſcattered 


ears. 
Honeſt Jack came with his family; 


erved to ſet the ſeet in motion, and 


the lads and laſſes dancing on the green 


ſod, ſuffered every care to ſleep. 


An old Welſh harper generally 


came to the houſe about this time of 


the year, and ſtaid a month or more; 


for Mrs. Maſon was particularly fond 
yntereſted in 


of this inſtrument, apr 


the fate of the player ; as is almoſt 
always the caſe, when we have reſcued 


a perſon out of any diſtreſs. 

She informed the children, that 
cnce travelling through Wales, her 
carriage was overturned near the ruins 


of an old caſtle. And as fhe had efc [| ol, 


caped 
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caped unhurt, ſhe determined to watt 
der amongſt them, whilſt the driver 
took care of his horſes, and her ſer- 


vant .haſtened to the neighbouring 
village for aſliſtance. . 

It was almoſt dark, and the lights 
began to twinkle in the ſcattered cot- 


various cuſtoms which the lapſe of 
time unfolds ; ; and dwelt on the ſtate 
of the Welſh, when this caſtle, now 
ſo deſolate, was the hoſpitable abode 
of the chief of a noble family, Theſe 


_ reflections entirely engroſſed my mind, 


when the ſound of a harp reached my 
ears. Never was any thing more op- 
portune, the national muſic ſeemed to 


give reality to the pictures which my 
WE imagination had been drawing, Ti, 


tened awhile, and then trying to trace 


the * ſound, diſcovered, after a 


ſhort 


The ſcene pleaſed me, conti- 


nued Mrs. Maſon; I thought of the 


ſittin g 
blaze 
wom: 
luck! 
near 

The 

harp 
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root 
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hort ſearch, a little hut „ rudely buikt. 
Ihe walls of an old tower ſupported 
part of the thatch, which ſcarcely 
kept out the rain, and the two other 


ides were ſtones cemented, or rather Wl 


flaiſtered together, by mud and clay. 
1 entered, and beheld an old man, 
itting by 'a few looſe ſticks, which 
blazed on the hearth ;' and a young 
W woman, with one child at her breaſt, 

Jocking, and another on her knee: 
ear them ſtood! a cow and her calf. 

The man had been playing on the 
harp; he roſe when he ſaw me, and 
offered his chair, the only one in the 
oom, and ſat down on a large cheſt 
in the chimney-corner. When the 
door was ſhut, all the light that was 
admitted came through the hole, call- 
ed a chimney, and did not much enli- 
ren the dwelling. I mentioned my 
accident to account for my intruſion, 


132 
and requeſted the harper again to 
touch the inſtrument that had attract. 
ed me. A partition of twigs and 


dried leaves divided this apartment 
from another, in which 1 perceived a 


light: I enquired about it, and the 4 
woman, in an artleſs manner, inform. ke h 
ed me, that ſhe had let it to a young be b 
gentlewoman lately married, who was pleat 
related to a very good family, andWlim, 
would not lodge any where, or with This 


any body. This intelligence madeMWnant 
me ſmile, to think that family prideWrett | 
ſhould be a ſolace in ſuch extreme po- The 
verty. | of ht 

I ſat there ſome time, and then the b 
harper accompanied me to fee whe-Mnext 
ther the carriage was repaired ; ing. 
found it waiting for me; and as therefuſ: 
zun I was to leep at was. only aboutWMtleq } 
two miles further, the harper offeredconſe 
to come and play to me whilſt I waiſhufcr 

eating 
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eating my ſapper. This was juſt old 


f wiſhed for; his appearance had 
rouſed my compaiſion as well as my 
curioſity, and I took him and his harp 
in the chaiſe. DE 


After ſupper he informed me, that- 


ke had once a very good farm; but 
he had been ſo unfortunate as to dif- 
W plcaſe the juſtice, who never forgave 


im, nor reſted till he had ruined him. 


his tyrant always expected his te- 
MW nants to aſſiſt him to bring in his har- 
Mic before they had got in their own, 


Ilbe poor harper was once in the midit 


of his, when an order was ſent to him 


Mo bring his carts and ſervants, the 


ext day, to the fields of this petty 
lung. He fooliſhly refuſed ; and this 
Mrcfuſal was the foundation of that ſet- 
led hatred which produced ſuch fatal 


ufcrer, your heart would ache, if 
| : [ : you 


conſequences. ' Ab, Madam, ſaid the 
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; you heard of all his cruelties to me, 


to walk over his grounds to catch Pla) 
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and the reſt of his poor tenants. He a 
employs many labourers, and will not I do 
give them as much wages as they could 670 
get from the common farmers, yet duſt 
they dare not go any- where elſe to the 
work when he ſends for them. The Poe 
fiſh that they catch they muſt bring firſt 2 
the 


to him, or they would not be allowed 


them; and he will give juſt what he lo [ 
5 ke for the moſt valuable part off eng 
their pannier. and 
But there would be no a” to my te m 
ſtory were I to tell you of all his op + 
preſſions. I was obliged to leave my mal 
farm; and my daughter, whom you midſ 
ſaw this evening, having married an ſtart, 
induſtrious young man, I came to lathe 
live with them. When—would you told 

| believe it? this ſame man threw my 53 


fon into jail, on account of his killing 
a hare ihe E 


23 4 x. * 


-- 3 
a hare, which all the country folks 
do when they can catch them in their 
grounds. We were again in great 


diſtreſs, and my daughter and I built 1 


the hut you ſaw in the waſte, that the 
poor babes might have a ſhelter. I 
maintain them by playing on the harp 
the maſter of this inn allows me "00+. 
play to the gentry who travel this way; 
lo that I pick up a few pence, juſt 
enough to keep life and ſoul together, 
and to enable me to ſend a little bread 
to my poor ſon John Thomas. 

He then began one of the moſt dif. 
mal of his Welſh ditties, and, in the 
midſt of it cried out—He is an up- 
ſtart, a mere muſhroom His grand 
father was cow-· boy to mine !—So J 
told him once, and he never forgot 
If, | 


The old man then informed me that 
he caltle i in which he now was ſhelter- 
2 1 * 


. 8 


1 
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ed formerly belonged to his family— 

ſuch are the changes and chances of Na 
this mortal life—ſaid he, and 1 ſto1 
ſtruck up a lively tune. ed 
___ While he was ſtriking the firings, [ ima 
thought too of the changes in like him 


| which an age had produced. The de. the 


ſcendant of thoſe who had made the 1 
hall ring with ſocial mirth now mourn· Þou 
ed in its ruins, and hung his harp on £d t 
the mouldering battlements. Suech cont 


is the fate of buildings and of fami. liver 
lies! ing 1 
After I had diſmiſſed my gueſt, I. 
ſent for the landlord, to make ſome ) f 
farther enquiries, and found that | bun 
had not been deceived; I then dete. barn 
mined to aſſiſt him, and thought m e 
accident providential. I knew a mat but h 
of conſequence in the neighbourhood; loud 
1 viſited him, and exerted myſelf t 2 5 
uilel 


8 the enlargement of the young 
mat 


: ns he 
man. I ſucceeded ; and not only res 
ſtored him to his family, but prevail. 


ed on my friend to let him rent a: 


ſmall farm on his eſtate, and I gave 


him mon y to buy ſtock for it, and 


the implements of huſbandry. 
The old harper's gratitude was un- 
bounded ; the ſummer after he walk. 


ed to viſit me; and ever ſince he has 


contrived to come every year to en- 
liven our harveſt-home. This even- 
ing it is to be celebrated. 


The evening came; the joyous pa par- 


ty footed it away merrily, and the 
ſound of their ſhoes was heard on the 
barn- floor. It was not the light fan- 
taſtic toe, that faſhion taught to move: 
but honeſt heart-felt mirth, and the 
loud laugh, if it ſpoke the vacant 
5; ang audibly that the heart wo 
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Mrs. Maſon always gave them ſome lain 
trifling preſents at this time, to render fheopl 
the approach of winter more comfort. Miaſo 
able. To the men, ſhe generally pre. Nrou 
ſented warm clothing, and to the wo- ren 
men flax and worſted for knitting and Mhict 
ſpinning; and thoſe who were the her. 
moſt induſtrious received a reward © Th 
when the new year commenced. The Nad a 
children had books given to them, and er. 
little ornaments.— All were anxious ang 
for the day; and received their old hel, 
acquaintance, the . harper, with the e w 


moit cordial ſmiles. | roſe 

— a lhe | 

nA XV." £5 

Projer.—4 Moon light Scene. — Nec. If © 
AQUON. _ 


aughe 
lade 
ollect. 


ns of 


Tak harper would frequently fi 
under a larger elm, a few paces from 
' the houſe, and p: lay ſome of the moi 
5 | . plaintie 
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plaintive Welſh tunes. While the 
people were eating their ſupper, Mrs. 
Maſon ꝗeſired him to play her ſome. 
avourite airs; and ſhe and the chil- 
iren walked 1 the tree under 
which he fat, on the ſtump, of ano- 
her. | 
The moon roſe 1n cloudlefs majeſty, 
and a number of ſtars twinkled near 
er. The ſoftened landſcape inſpired 
anquillity, while the ſtrain of ruſtia 
nelody gave a pleaſing melancholy to 
he whole, and made the tear ſtart, 
roſe ſource could ſcarcely be traced, 
The pleaſure the ſight of harmleſs 
nirth gave riſe to in Mrs. Maſon's 
bolom roufed every tender feeling, 
nd ſet in motion her ſpirits. She 
wohed with the poar whom the had. 
nade happy, and wept when lhe re- 
ollected her own ſorrows ; the illuſi- 
ns of youth —the gay expectations 
5 that 
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that had formerly clipped the wings o 
time. She turned to the girls—1 hay 
been very unfortunate, my young 
friends; but my griefs are now of 
placid Lind. Heavy misfortunes hay 
obſcured the ſun I gazed at when fir 
I entered life; early attachments hay 
been broken ; the. death of friends 
loved has ſo clouded my days; tha 
neither the beams of proſperity, nd 
even thoſe of benevolence, can dil 
pate the gloom ; but I am not loſt in 
thick fog. My ſtate of mind rathe 
| reſembles the ſcene before you, it 
quiet: I am weaned from the world 
but not diſguſted ; for I can till d 
good, and in futurity a ſun will ri 
to chear my heart. Beyond the nig 
of death, 1 hail the dawn of an etet 
nal day! I mention my ſtate of min 
to you, that I -mav tell you what ſup 
ports ne.. 3 


141 
The feſtivity within, and the pla- 
Taity without, led my thoughts na- 
jurally to the ſource from whence my 
comfort ſprings—to the Great Beſtow- 
Fr of every bleſſing. Prayer, my chil- 


nd the ſupport of a feeling heart. 
Mine has too often been wounded by 
noratitude ; my  fellow-creatures, 
whom I have fondly loved, have ne- 
glected me—1 have heard their laſt 
eb, and thrown my eyes round an 
Epty world; but then more particu- 
Wirly feeling the preſence of my Crea- 
tor, I poured out my ſoul beſore him, 
bnd was no longer alone! I now daily 
contemplate His wonderful goodneſs 5 
nd, though at an awful diſtance, try 
o imitate Him. This view of things 
8 a ſpur to activity, and a-conlolation 
in appointment. 


There | 


dren, is the deareſt privilege of man, 


from Him, and afflictions almoſt loſ 
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There is in fact a conſtant inter 
courſe kept up with the Creator, whe 
we learn to conſider Him as the foun 
tain of truth, which our underſtand 
Ing naturally thirſts after. But Hi 
Goodneſs brings Him ſtill more on 
level with our bounded capacities, fo 
we trace .it in every work of merc 
and feel, in ſorrow particularly, Hi 
fatherly care.——Every bleſſing 1 
doubled when we ſuppoſe it come 
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their name when we belieye they an 
ſent to correct, not cruſh us. Whil 
we are alive to gratitude and admin 
tion, we muſt adore God. 
The human ſoul is ſo framed, tha 
goodneſs and truth muſt fill it vil 
ineffable pleaſure, and the nearer | 
approaches to perfection, the mori 
earneſtly will it purſue thoſe virtue 
diſcerning 1 more 9 cheir beauty. 


" Ti 


1 1 7 
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The Supreme Being dwells in the 
niverſe. He is as effentially preſent 
Yo the wicked as to the good; but 
he latter delight in His preſence, and 
ry to pleaſe Him, whilſt the former 
brink from a Judge, who is of too 
ore a nature to behold iniquity. 
he wicked wiſh for the rocks to co- 
er them, mountains, or the angry 
ka, which we the: other day ſurvey- 
d, to hide them from the preſence of 
bat Being, in whoſe ' preſence only 
Ney could find joy. You feel emo. 
Jons that-incite you to do good; and 
pzinful ones diſturb you, when you 
have reſiſted the faithful internal mo- 
titor. The wiſer, and the better you 
grow, the more viſible, if I may uſe 
he ee will God become: for 
riſdom conſiſts in ſearching Him out, 
and goodneſs in endeayouring t to copy 
Lis attributes, | | . 
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Io attain any thing great, a mode 
muſt be held up to exerciſe Our un 
derſtanding, and engage our attec 
tions. A view of the diſintereſte 
goodneſs of God is therefore calcula 
ted to touch us more than can be con 
| ceived by a depraved mind. Whe 


the love of God Is ſhed abroad in out 


hearts, true courage will animate ou 


conduct, for nothing can hurt tho 


who truſt in Him. If the defire o 
acting right is ever preſent with us, i 
admiration of goodneſs fills our ſoul; 
we may be faid to pray conſtantly 
And if we try to do juſtice to all ou 
fellow creatures, and even to the brut 
creation; and aſſiſt them as far as we 
can, we prove whoſe ſervants we are 
and whoſe. laws we tranſcribe i in ob 

lives. TD 
Never be very anxious, when yo 
pray, What words to uſe; regulat 
| you 


your 
tue « 
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your thoughts; and recollect that vir - 
Juve calms the paſſions, gives clearneſs 
to the underſtanding, and opens it to 
pleaſures that the thoughtleſs and vi- 
cious have not a glimpſe of. You 
muſt, believe me, be acquainted with 
God to find peace, to riſe ſuperior to 
worldly temptations. Habitual devo- 
on is of the utmoſt conſequence to 
Your happineſs, as what ofteneſt occu- 

pies the thoughts will influence our 
Y:tions. But obſerve what I ſay— 
Hat devotion is mockery and. ſelfiſh- 
ness, which does not improve our mo- 
al character. | 5 
Men, of old; prayed to the devil, 
A cicrificed their children to him; and 
committed every kind of barbarity and 
inpurity. But we who ſerve a long- 

ſuffer ing God ſhould pity the weakneſs 
Jof our fellow-creatures : ; we mult not 
beg for mercy and not ſhew it ; we 


K muſt 
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muſt not acknowlege that we have 0 
fended, without trying to avoid do 
ing ſo in future. We are to deal wii 
our fellow. creatures as we expect t 
be dealt with. This is practical pray 
er — Thoſe who practiſe it feel fre 
quently ſublime pleaſures, and live 
bopes animate them in this vale « 
tears; that ſeem a foretaſte of the ff 
licity they will enjoy, when the un 
derſtanding is more enlightened, an 
the affections properly regulated. T 
morrow I will iake you to viſit ti 
ſchool-miſtreſs of the village, and it 
late her ſtory, to enforce what I 1 


been ſaying. 
Now you may go and dance one « 


two dances ;. and I will join you afte I 
I have taken a walk, which 1 with iQ Lot 
enjoy alore. ble 


0 


The * of the Village School. 
|  miſtreſe.—Fatal Effedts of Inatten- 
tion 10 Expences, 4 #n the * 


Mr. IT ; 5 5 


deſired the children to get their work rk 2 I” 
and draw near the table whiltt ſhere«ͤ 
lated the promiſed hiſtory; and in 
the afternoon, if the weather be fine, 
they were to viſit the 1 {choot- 
miſtreſs. | | . 
Her father, the. honourable Mr. 
Lofty, was the youngeſt ſon of a no- 
ble family ; bis education had been 
liberal, though his fortune was ſmall. 
His relations, however, ſeemed de- 
| N 4. termined 


„ 
. termined to puſh him forward in life, N #79! 
before he diſobliged them by marry- I fron 
ing the daughter of a country clergy. appl 
man, an accompliſhed, ſenſible wo- ali. 
DD NEL he that 
Some time iter the birth of his] port 
daughter Anna, his elder brother, I nity 
the Earl of Caermarthen, was recon- con 
ciled to him; but this reconciliation E 
only led him into expences, which his rad 
limited fortune could not bear. Mr. a le 
Lofty had a high ſenſe of honour, and We 
rather a profuſe turn; he was beſide] 
a very humane man, and gave away 
much more than he could afford to 
give, when his compaſſion was exc! 
ted. He never did a mean action; 
but ſometimes an oſtentatious pride 
tarniſhed the luſtre of very ſplendid 
ones, and made them appear to judi- 
Cious eyes more like tinſel than gold. 
I gill account for it. His firſt impull y 
| aroſe 
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aroſe from ſenſibility, and the ſecond 
from an immoderate deſire of human 
applauſe: for he ſeemed not to be 


alive to, devotional feelings, or to have 
that rock to reſt on, which will ſup- 


port a frail being, and give true dig- 


nity to a character, though all nature 
combined to cruſn it. 

Mrs. Lofty was not a ſhining ZN 
iacter but [ will read you a part of 
a letter, which her daughter, the lady 
we ate to viſit, wrote to me. 


4. This being the anniverſary of 


c&& 


the day on which an ever loved, 


and much revered parent was re- 


5 


4 


CF 


o 


K 


lity, I obſerve it with particular ſe- 
riouſnels, and with gratitude ; for 
her ſorrows were great, her trials 


=] 
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Ro er not; 


leaſed from the bondage of morta- 
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ſevere - but her conduct was blame- 
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leſs ; yet the world admired her 
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felt 


not; her ſilent, modeſt virtues, 
were not formed to attract the no- 
tice of the injudicious crowd, and 


her underſtanding was not brilliant 
enough to excite admiration. 
| ſhe was regardleſs of the opinion of 


But 


the world; ſhe ſought her reward 
in the, ſource from whence her vir- 


tue was derived—and- ſhe found it. 
He who, for wiſe and merciful pur- 


poſes, ſuffered her to be afflicted, 


ſupported her under her trials: 


thereby calling forth the exerciſe of 
thoſe virtues with which He had 
adorned her gentle ſoul ; and im- 
parting to her a degree of heart- 
comfort, which no earthly 
bleſling could afford. 5 


This amiable parent died when Anna 
was near eighteen, and left her to the 


care of her father, whoſe high ſpirit. 


ſhe 
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he had imbibed. However, the reli- 
gious principles which her mother had 
inſtilled regulated her notions of ho- 
nour, and ſo elevated her character, AS 
that her heart was regulated by her 
underſtanding. 

Her father, who "Io inſenſibly in. 
yolved himſelf in debt after her mo- 
ther's death, tried many different 
ſchemes of life, all of which at firſt 
wore a promiſing aſpect; but wanting 
that ſuppleneſs of temper, that ena- 
bles people to riſe in the world, his 
ſtruggles, inſtead of extricating, ſunk 
him ſtill deeper. Wanting alſo the 
fupport of religion, he became ſour, 
eaſily irritated, and almoſt hated a 
world whoſe applauſe he had once ea- 
gerly courted. His affairs were at 
laſt in ſuch a deſperate ſtate, that he 
was obliged, reluctantly, to accept of 
an invitation from his brother, Who 


4 with 
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with his wife, a weak fine lady, in- 
tended to ſpend ſome time on the con- 
tinent ; his daughter was, of courle, 
to be of the party. 

The reſtraint of obligations did not 
ſuit his temper, and feeling himſelf de. 
| pendent, he imagined 7 — one meant 
to inſult him. 
Some ſarcaſms were Aion out one 
day by a gentleman, in. a large com- 
pany; they were not perſonal, yet he 
took fire. His ſore mind «was eaſily 
hurt, he reſented them ; and' heated 
by wine, they both ſaid more than 
their cool reaſon would have ſuggeſt- 

ed. Mr. Lofty imagined his honour 
was wounded, and the next morning 
Tent him a challenge. They met— 
and he killed his antagoniſt, who, dy- 
ing, pardoned him, and declared that 
the ſentiments which had given him 
ſo much offence en from him by 1. 
| cident, 


_—_ 
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cident, nad were not ene at it a 


perſon. 


ſo ſuddenly ſnapped—the name of his 


wife and children he could not arti- 
culate, when ſomething like a prayer 
for them eſcaped his vivid lips, and 


ſhook his exhauſted frame The blood 
flowed in a copious ftream—vainly 
did Mr. Lofty endeavour to ſtaunch it 
the heart loſt its vital nouriſhment, 
and the ſoul eſcaped as he preſſed the 


hand of his deſtroyer, who, when he 
found him breathleſs, ran home, and 


ruſhed in a hurry into his own cham- 
ber. The dead man's image haunted 
his imagination—he ſtarted—imagin- 
ed that he was at his elbow, and ſhook 
the haiid that had received the dying 
graſp; yet (till it was preſſed, and the 
preffare entered into his very ſoul. 


The dying man lamented, thin the 
thread of a thoughtleſs life had been 
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| On the table lay two piſtols, wo 


caught up one—and ſhot himſelf. The 


report alarmed the family: the ſer- 


vants and his daughter, for his brother 
was not at home, broke open the doors 
and ſhe ſaw the dreadful fight! As 
there was ſtill ſome appearance of life, 


a trembling ray, ſhe ſupported the bo- 


dy, and ſent for affiſtance: but he 
ſoon died in her arms without ſpeak- 
ing, before the ſervant returned with 
a ſurgeon. 
Horror ſeized her; another piſtol 
lay charged on the table; ſhe caught 
it up, but religion held her hand; ſhe 


knelt down by a dead father, and pray- 
ed to a ſuperior one. Her mind grew 
calmer, yet ſtill ſhe paſſionately wiſh- 
ed ſhe had but heard him ſpeak, or 


that ſhe had conveyed comfort to his 


departing ſpirit—where, where would 


ls. 
it find comfort? again ſhe was obliged | 
to have recourſe to prayer. 

After the death of her father, her 
aunt treated her as if ſhe. were a mere 
dependent on her bounty ; and ex- 
pected her to be an humble companion 
in every ſenſe of the word. The viſi- 
tors took the tone from her ladyſhip, 
-and numberleſs were the Orange 
tions ſhe had to bear. 5 

The entrance of a perſon about bu- 
ſineſs interrupted the narration; but 
Mrs. Maſon promiſed to reſume it af. 
ter dinner. 
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CH AP XVI. 


The Benefits arifing f om Devotion. — 


The Hiflory of the Village School. 
miſtreſs concluded. 


As ſoon as the cloth was removed, 


Mrs. Maſon concluded the narration ; 
and the girls forgot their fruit whilſt 
they were liſtening to the ſequel. 


Anna endured this treatment ſome 


years, and had an opportunity of ac- 


quiring a knowlege of the world and 


ber dun heart. She viſited her mo- 


ther's father, and would have re- 
mained with him; but ſhe determined 
not to leſſen the ſmall pittance which 


he had anxiouſly ſaved out of a ſcanty 
income for two other grand children. 


She-thought continually of her fitua- 
| tion 
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tion, and found, on examining her 
underſtanding, that the faſhionable cir- 
cle in which ſhe moved could not at 
any rate have afforded her much fa. 
tisfaction, or even amuſement ; though 
the negle& and contempt that ſhe met 
with rendered her very uncomforta- 
ble. She had her father's ſpirit of 
independence, and determined ö 
ſhake off the galling yoke which ſne 
had long ſtruggled with, and try to 
earn her own ſubſiſtence. Her ac- 
quaintance expoſtulated with her, and 
repreſented the miſeries of poverty, 
and the mortifications and difficulties 
that ſhe would have to encounter. Let 
it be ſo, ſhe replied, it is much prefe- 
table to ſwelling the train of the proud 
or vicious great, and deſpiſing myſelf 
lor bearing their 1mpertinence, for 
eating their bitter bread ; better, in- 
deed, is a dinner of herbs with con- 
tentment. 
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tentment, My wants are few. When 
I am my own miſtreſs, the cruſt ] 
earn will be ſweet, and the water that 
moiſtens it will not be mingled with] 


tears of ſorrow or indignation. 
Jo ſhorten my ſtory ; ſhe came to 


me, after ſhe had attempted ſeveral 


plans, and requeſted my advice. She 


would not accept of any conſiderable 


fayour, and declared that the greateſt 


would be, to put her in a way of ſup- 
porting herſelf, without forfeiting her 


highly valued | independence. I knew 
not what to adviſe ; but whiiſt I was 
debating the matter with myſelf, | 
happened to mention that we were | 
want of a ſchool-miſtreſs. She cager)) 


adopted the plan, and perſevering uy 
it theſe laſt ten years, I find her a mo 
| valuable acquiſition to our ſociety. I 


She was formed to ſhine in the mo 
brilliant circle—yet ſhe relinquiſhec 
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day only the fogtety of children 


139 


it, and patiently - labours to improve 


the children conſigned to her manage - 


ment, and tranquillize her own mind. 


She ſucceeds i in both. 


She lives indeed alone, and has all 
yet 
de- 


YI) 


ſhe enjoys many true pleaſures 


- eo 


pendence on God is her ſupport, aud 


devotion her comfort. Her lively af. 
fections are therefore changed into a 


love of virtue and truth : and theſe 
exalted ſpeculations have given an un- 
common dignity to her manners; for 


ſhe ſeems above the world, and its 
trilling commotions. At her meals, 
grotityce e to Heaven ſupplies 1 the place 
of ſociety. She has a tender, ſocial 
hezrt, and, as ſhe cannot ſweeten her 
{olitary draught, by expreſſing her 
good wiſhes to her fellow creatures, 
an ejaculation to Heaven for the wel- 
tare of yy friends is the ſubſtitute.— 


This 
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This circumſtance I heard her-men- } to 
tion to her grandfather, : ſome- i w: 
times viſits her. | 
I will now make ſome alteration in fre 
my dreſs, for when I viſit thoſe who I hu 
have been reduced from their original IF vo 
place in ſociety by misfortunes, I al- the 
- ways attend a little to ceremony; leſt I Th 
too much familiarity ſhould appear blu 
like diſreſpec. | 


CHA P. X VIII. 


Veſt io the School. miſtreſi. —Trus and 
Falle Friae. 


Turm dreſs was ſoon adjuſted, 
and the girls plucked flowers to adorn 
themſelves, and a noſegay to preſent 
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to the ſchool- miſtreſs, whoſe garden 
was but ſmall. | 
They met the children juſt releaſed 
3 confinement; the ſwarm came 
humming round Mrs. Maſon, endea - 
vouring to catch her eye, and obtain 
the notice they were ſo proud of.— 
The girls made their beſt curtſies, 
bluſhing; and the boys hung down 
their heads, and kicked up the duſt, 
in ſcraping a bow of reſpe ct. 
They found their miſtreſs preparing 
to drink tea, to refreſh herſelf after 
the toils of the day; and, with the 
eaſe peculiar to well-bred people, ſhe 
Mech enabled them to partake of 
; t, by giving the tea- board a more 
bende appearance. ; 
The harveſt-home was ſoon FR ſub- 
ect of converfation, and the barper 
was mentioned. The family pride of 
Re Welſh, ſaid Anna, has often di- 
verted 
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verted me; I have frequenily heard liv 


the inhabitants of a little hut, that I m: 
could ſcarcely be diſtinguiſhed from 


the pig-ſty, which ſtood in the front all 


of it, boaſt of their anceſtors and I ma 


deſpiſe trade. They have informed I the 


me, that one branch of their family | of 


built the middle aiſle of the church; I tat: 
that another beautified the chancel, inf 
and gave the ten commandments, to 


which blaze there in letters of gold. tive 
Some rejoice that their forefathers] mo 
ſleep in the moſt conſpicuous tombs, vid 


and that their aſhes have an inſcrip- wh: 


tion to point out where they are re- fon 
turning to their mother earth. Andi adv 
thoſe graves, which only a little ſtoneſ per 
at the head gives conſequence to, are icur 
adorned every Sunday with flowers ol gen 
ever-greens. We perceive, in all the toll 
various cuſtoms of men, a deſire tofff ſcen 


live 
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tive of many, ill conſequences, © the 
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lire in the paſt and in the future, if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion. 

Mrs. Maſon then obſerved, that of 
all the ſpecies of pride which carry a 
man out of himſelf, family pride was 
the moſt beneficial to ſociety. Pride 
of wealth produces vanity and oſten- 
tation; but that of blood ſeems to 
inſpire high notions of honour, and 
to baniſh meanneſs. Yet it is produc- 


molt obvious 1s, that it renders indi- 
viduals reſpectable to the generality, 
whoſe merit is only reflected: and 
ſometimes the want of this accidental 
advantage throws the moſt ſhining. 
perſonal virtues and abilities into ob- 
jeurity. In weak minds this pride de- 
generates into the molt deſpicable 
tolly ; and the wiſe will not conde- 
ſcend to accept of fameat ſecond-hand, 
replied Anna. We ought to be proud 
| of 
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f our original, but we ſhould trace 
it to our Heavenly Father, who breath- 
ed into us the breath of life. We 
are his children when we try to re- 
ſemble Him, when we are convinced 
that truth and goodneſs muſt conſti- 
tute the very eſſence of the ſoul; and 
that the purſuit of them will produce 
happineſs, when the vain diſtinctions 
of mortals will fade away, and their | 
pompous eſcutcheons moulder with 
more vulgar duſt! But remember, 
my young friends, virtue is immortal; cr. 
and goodneſs ariſes from a quick per- ca 
ception of truth, and actions conform- I tue 
able to the conviction. 
Different ſubjects beguiled the. time, 
till the cloſing evening admoniſhed 
them to return home ; and they de- 
parted reluctantly, filled with reſpect. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Charity.—The Hittory of Peggy and 


ber Family. — The Sailor's Widow. 


Inavt ofien remarked to you, fad 


Mrs. Maſon one morning to her pu- 


pils, that we are all dependent on each 
other ; and this dependence is wiſely 


ordered by our Heavenly Father, to 
call forth many virtues, to exereiſe 
the beſt affections of the human heart, 
and fix them into habits. While we 


impart pleaſure we receive it, and feel 


the grandeur of our immortal ſoul, 
as it is con{tantly ſtruggling to ſpread 
itſelf into futurity. | 


Perhaps the greateſt pleaſure 1 have 
ever received has ariſen from the ha- 
bitual 
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bitual exerciſe of charity, in its va- 
rious branches: the view of a'dif- 
treſſed object has made me now think 
of converſing about one branch of it, 
that of giving alms. 

Vou know Peggy, the young gurl 
whom I wiſh to have moſt about my 
perſon ; I mean, I wiſh it for her own 
ſake, that I may have an opportunity 
of improving her mind, and cultivat- 
ing a good capacity. As to attend- 
ance, I never give much trouble to 
any fellow-creature for I chooſe to 
be independent of caprice and artifi- 
cial wants, unleſs indeed when I am 


fick ; then, I thankfully receive the 


aſſiſtance I would willingly give to 
others in the ſame ſituation. I believe 
I have not in the world a more faith- 
ful friend than Peggy; and her earneſt 
| deſire to Plenſe me gratifies my bene- 
volence, 
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volence, for I always obſerve with de- 
light the workings of a grateful heart. 
I loſt a darling child, faid Mrs. Ma- 
ſon, ſmothering a ſigh, in the depth 
of winter: death had before deprived 
me of her father, and when I loſt my 
child, he died again. | 

The wintery proſpects ſuiting the 
temper of my ſoul, I Have fat looking 


at a wide waſte of trackleſs ſnow for 


hours; and the heavy, ſullen fog, that 
the feeble rays of the ſun could not 
pierce, gave me back an image of my 
mind. I was unhappy, and the ſigbt 
of dead nature accorded with my feel- 
ings—for all was dead to me. 
As the ſnow began to melt, I took 
a walk, and obſerved the birds hop- 
ping about with drooping vings, or 
mute on the leafteſs boughs.——The 
mountain, whoſe ſides had loſt the 
BOW; looked black; yet ſtill ſome 
| remained 


— 


= . 


remained on the ſummit, and formed tic 
a contraſt to. OR the 1 prol- 
pet. 

1 walked thoughtfully hits when 
the appearance of a poor man, who 
did not beg, ſtruck me very forcibly. 
His ſhivering limbs were ſcarcely ſhel- 
tered from the cold by ee 
garments that covered him; and he 
had a ſharp, famiſhed look. I ſtretched 
out my hand with ſome relief in i- vo 
I would not enquire into the particu-ſW I 
lars of ſuch obvious diſtreſs. The the 

poor wretch caught my hand, and a cl 

| haſtily dropping on his knees, thank and 
ed me in an extacy, as if he had almoſii fene 
loſt ſight of hope, and was overcomꝗ Vea 
by the ſudden relief. His attitude The 
for I cannot bear to ſee a fellow-creaf 
ture kneel, and eager thanks, oppre 
ed my weak ſpirits, ſo that I could no 
for a moment aſk him any more queſſi had 
tions 
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tions; ich as ſoon as I recolle&ed 
myſelf, I learned from him the mis- 
fortunes that had reduced him to ſuch 
extreme diſtreſs, and he hinted, that 
I could not eaſily gueſs: the good I had 
done. I imagined from this hint that 
J be was meditating his own deſtruction 
when I ſaw him, to fpare himſelf the 
miſery of ſeeing his infant penſh—. 
ſtarved to death, in every ſenſe of the 
word. | 
I = now haſten to the ſequel of 
the account. His wife had lately bad 
a child, ſhe was very ill at the time, 
and want of proper food, and a de- 
fence againſt the inclemency of the 
weather, hurried her out of the world. 
e The poor child, Peggy, had ſucked 
a] in diſeaſe and nouriſhment together, 
and now even that wretched ſource 
ofS had failed—the breaſt was cold that 
el had afforded the ſcanty ſupport ; and 
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the little irmogent ſmiled ancotiſeions 
of its miſery. I ſent for her, added 


few years after, ſhe has ever been a 
of her, in ſome meaſure, diſpelled the 


gloom in which I had been almoſt 
Joſt. Ah! my children, you know 


was a practical philoſopher. 


not prove his death. She came to me 
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Mrs. Maſon, and her father dying a 


favourite charge of mine, and nurſing 


not how many ** houſeleſs heads bidel l 


e the pitileſs ſtorm!“ 
wh 


I received ſoon after a leſſon of re. 
ſignation from à poor woman, Who 


She had loſt her huſband, a 1 
and loſt his wages alſo, as ſhe could 


to beg ſome pieces of ſilk, to make] _ 
300 | | and 
ſome pin-cuſhions for the boarders off 
a neighbouring ſchool. Her lowe 
weeds were patched with different co 
loured rags; but they ſpoke not va 
riety of wretchedneſs; on the con 
Ee | trary 
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trary, they ſhewed a mind fo content, 
that want, and bodily pain, did not 
prevent her thinking of the opinion of 
caſual obſervers. This woman loſt a 
huſband and a child ſuddenly, and 
her daily bread was precarious. 1 
cheered the widow's heart, and my 
own was not quite ſolitary, 

But I am growing melancholy, 
whilſt I am only deſirous of pointing 
out to you how very beneficial charity 
is; becauſe it enables us to find com- 
fort when all our worldly comforts are 
blighted : befides, when our bowels 
yearn to oyr fellow-creatures, we feel 
that the love of God dwelleth in us— 
and then we cannot always 80 gin gez 
Way ſorrowing. 
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„„ AX. 
Fijct to Mrs. Trueman. — The Uſe of 
Accompliſhments, —Virtue the Soul 
| of all. | 
In the afternoon they viſited Mrs. 
Trueman unexpectedly, and found 
her ſitting in the garden playing to 
her children, who danced on the 
green ſod. She approached to receive 
them, and laid aſide her guitar; but, 


after ſome converſation, Mrs. Maſon 


deſired her to take it up again, and 
the girls joined in the requeſt. While 
ſhe was ſinging Mary whiſpered Mrs. 
Maſon, that ſhe would give the world 
to be able to ſing as well. The wi. 


per was nat ſp low but a part of it 


reached Mrs. Trueman's ears, who 
ſaid 
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ſaid to her, ſmiling, Ml young « rica; 


you value accompliſhments much too 
highly—they may give grace to virtue, 


but are nothing without ſolid worth. 
Indeed, I may ſay more, for any thing 


like perfection i in the arts cannot be 


attained, where a reliſh, nay a delight 
in what is true and noble is wanting. 


A ſuperficial obſerver may be pleaſed | 


with a picture in which fine colours 
predominate; and quick movements 
in muſic. may tickle the ear, though 


they never reach the heart : but it is 
the ſimple ſtrain which affection ani 


mates, that we liſten to with intereſt 
and delight. Mr. Trueman has a 
taſte for the fine arts; and I with in 


every thing to be his companion. His 


converſation has improved my judg- 
ment, and the affection an intimate 
knowledge of his virtues has inſpired, 
increaſes the love which I feel for the 
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doing ſo, we ought rather to improve 
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whole human race. He lives retired 
from the world; ta amuſe him after 


the buſineſs of the day is over, mM 
my babes aſleep, I ſing to him. 
deſire to pleaſe, and the pleaſure I 1 


in bis eyes, give to my muſic energy 


and tenderneſs. When he is ruffled 
by worldly cares, I try to ſmooth his 


wrinkled brow, and think mine a voice 


of melody, when it has had that ef- 


Very true, replied Mrs. Maſon, ac- 
compliſhments ſhould be cultivated to 
render us pleaſing to our domeſtic 
friends; virtue is neceſſary; it muſt 
ever be the foundation of our peace 


and uſefulneſs ; but when we are ca- 
pable of affection, we wiſh to have 


ſomething peculiar to ourſelves. We 


ſtudy the taſte of our friends, and en- 


deavour to conform to it; but, in 


Cur 
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our own abilities than ſervilely to copy 


theirs. Obſerve, my dear girls, Mrs. 


Trueman's diſtinction, her accom- 
pliſhments are for her friends, her 


virtues for the world in general. 


I ſhould think myſelf vain, and my. 


ſoul little, anſwered Mrs. Trueman, 
if the applauſe of the whole world, 
on the ſcore of abilities, which did 
not add any real luſtre to my charac- 


ter, could afford me matter of exul- 


tation. The app: obation of my own 
beart, the humble hope of pleaſing 
the Moſt High, elevates my ſoul ; and 
| feel, that in a future ſtate, I may 
enjoy an unſpeakable degree of hap- 
pineſs, though I now only experience 
a faint foretalte. Next to theſe 
ſublime' emotions, which I cannot de- 


ſcribe, and the joy reſulting from 
doing good, I am happy when I can 
amuſe dete love; it is not then va- 
| nity, 
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nity, but tenderneſs, that ſpurs me on, 
and my ſongs, my drawings, my 
every action, has ſomething of my 

heart in it. When 1 can add to the 
innocent enjoyments of my children, 
and improve them at the ſame time, 
are not my accompliſhments of uſe? 
In the fame ſtyle, when I vary the 
pleaſures of my fire-ſide, I make my 
huſband forget that it is a lonely one; 
and he returns to look for elegance at 
home, elegance | that he himſelf gave 
rhe poliſh to; and which is only af- 
fected, when it does not flow from 
virtuous. affections. 

I beg your pardon, [ expatiate too 
long on my favourite topic; my de- 
ſire to rectify your notions mult plead 
my excule. 

Mr. Trueman now joined them, 


and brought with bim ſome of his 
| fineſt 
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fineſt fruit, After tea Mrs. Trueman 


ſhewed them ſome of her drawings ; 


and, to comply with their repeated 


requeſt, played on the harpfichord, 
and Mr. Trueman took his violin to 
accompany her. Then the children 


, vere indulged with a dance, and each 


had her favourite tune played in turn. 

As they returned home, the girls 
vere eagerly laviſhing praifes on Mrs. 
Trueman; and Mary ſaid, I cannot 
tell why, but I feel fo glad when the 
takes notice of me, I never ſaw any 


one look ſo good natured, cried Ca- 


roline, Mrs. Maſon joined in the 
converſation. You juſtly remarked 
that ſhe is good-natured'; you remem- 
ber her hiſtory, ſhe loves truth, and 
ſhe is ever exerciſing benevolence and 
love. From the inſect, that ſhe avoids 
treading on, her affection may be 

traced 


* b 


traeed to chat Being who lives for ever. || 0 
And it is from her goodneſs her agree- 2 
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The Benefit of bodily Pain. — Feortiquds 5 
the Baſis, of Virtue.—T he 07 y 
 Trgfdutim. 


I 


"ay children had been playing in 

the garden for ſome time, whilſt Mrs. 

Maſon was reading alone. But ſhe 

was ſuddenly alarmed by the cries, of 

Caroline, who ran into the room in 
| great diſtreſs. Mary quickly followed, 
and explaining the matter ſaid, that 
her ſiſter had accidentally diſturbed 

ſome waſps, who were terrified, and 
0 


T. 
; 


„ N 
of courſe ſtung her. Remedies were 
applied to aſſuage the pain; yet all 


the time ſhe uttered the loudeſt and 
molt ſilly complaints, regardleſs of 
the uneaſineſs ſne gave thoſe who were 


exerting themſelves to relieve her. 
In a ſhort time the ſmart abated, 
and then her friend thus addreſſed her, 
with more than uſual gravity. I am 
ſorry to ſee a girl of your age weep 
on account of bodily pain; it is a 


proof of a weak mind, a proof that 
you cannot employ yourlelt about 


things of conſequence. How often 


muſt I tell you, that the Moſt Higb is 


educating us for eternity ! 7 | 
The term virtue comes from. 2 


„vord ſignifying ſtrength. Fortitude 
© of mind is, therefore, the baſts of 


every virtue, and virtue belongs to 
* . that is weak in its nature, 
e 
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N and ſtrong only4 in will and reſolu- ſy 
cc tion. 95 Ri ; W 
Children early feel bodily pain, to I 
habituate them to bear the conflicts I to 
of the ſoul, when they become rea- di 
ſonable creatures. This, I ſay, is the tie 
firſt trial, and 1 like to ſee that pro- de 
per pride which ſtrives to conceal its th 
ſufferings. Thoſe who, when young, 
weep if the leaſt trifle annoys them, 5< 
will never, I fear, have ſufficient are 
_ ſtrength of mind to encounter all the * 
miſeries that can afflict the body, de. 
rather than act meanly to avoid them. I ere 


Indeed, this ſeems to be the effentialff for 
difference between a great and a little pla 
mind: the former knows how to en- ari 

dure —whilſt the latter ſuffers an im but 

mortal ſoul to be depreſſed, loſt in its to 
abode; ſuffers the inconveniencies tha 


which attack the one to overwhelmſ free 
the other. The ſoul would always 
ſupport 


—— 


1 
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| ſupport the body, if its ſuperiority 
vas felt, and invigorated by exerciſe. 
off {he Almighty, who never afflicts but 
to produce ſome good end, firſt ſends 
| diſeaſes to children to teach them pa- 
eff tience and fortitude ; and when by 

> degrees they have learned to bear 
to them, they have acquired ſome virtue. 
7, In the ſame manner, cold or hun- 
n, ger, when accidentally encountered, 
nt are not evils; they make us feel what 
wretches feel, and teach us to be ten- 
der-hearted.. Many of your fellow- 
creatures daily bear what you cannot 
for a moment endure without com- 
plaint. Beſides, another advantage 
ariſes from it; after you have felt 
hunger, you will not be very anxious 
to chooſe the particular kind of food : 
that is to ſatisfy it. You will then be 


lreed from a frirolous . 5 
M When 
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When it is neceſſary to take a nau- 
ſeous draught, ſwallow it at once, and 
do not make others ſick whilſt you are 
_  hefttating, though you know that you t] 
ought to take it. If a tooth is to be 0 
drawn, or any other diſagreeable ope- | 
ration to be performed, determine re- p 
folutely that it ſhall be done immedt- 
ately; and debate not, when you 
clearly fee the ſtep that you ought to 
take. If I ſee 4 child act in this way, 
I am ready to embrace it, my ſoul 
yearns for it I perceive the dawning 
of a charaQer that will be ufeful to 
ſociety; as it prepares its ſoul for a 
nobler field of action. ; it 
Believe me, it is the patient endur- I ot 
ance of pain, that will enable you to | be 
refiſt your paſſions ; after you have ſel 
borne bodily pain, you will have firm- ea 
© neſs enough to fuſtain the ill more] in 
excruciating agonies of the mind.— 


Tout 


. 
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You will not, to baniſh momentary 
cares, plunge into diſſipation ; nor, to 


eſcape a preſent inconvenietice, forget 


that you ſhould hold faſt virtue as the 
only ſubſtantial good. 

I ſhould not value the afſeQion of a 
perſon who would not bear pain and 
hunger to ſerve me; nor is that be- 
nevolence warm, which ſhrinks from 
encountering difficulties, when. it is 
neceſſary; in order to be uſeful to any 
fellow; creature. 

There is a juſt pride, a noble am- 
bition in ſome minds, that I greatly 
admire.——I have ſeen a little of 
it in Mary! for whilſt ſhe pities 
others, ſhe imagines that ſhe could 
bear their inconveniences her- 


ſelf; and ſhe ſeems to feel more un- 


eaſinefs, when ſhe obſerves the ſuffer- 
ings of others, than I could ever trace 
M 2 on 
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„ ourſclves; thus Caroline's goodneſs 
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on 3 countenance: under the i imme- 
diate preſſure of pain. 


Remember you are to bear patiently 


the infirmities of the weakeſt of your 
fellow-creatures; but to yourſelves 
you are not to be equally indulgent. 


Jaurn to London. 


Tar girls were viſibly improved; 


an air of intelligence began to ani- 
mate Caroline's fine features; and 
benevolence gave her eyes the humid 


ſparkle which is ſo beautiful and en- 
gaging. The intereſt that we take in 
the fate of others attaches them 10 


| inſ pired 
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3 


inſpired more adden than her 


beauty. | | . ; 
Mary's judgment grew every ar 


clearer; or, more properly ſpeaking, 


ſhe acquired experience; and her 
lively feelings fixed the concluſions of 
reaſon in her mind. Whilſt. Mrs. 
Maſon was rejoicing in their apparent 
improvement, ſhe received a letter 
from their father, requeſting her to 
allow bis daughters to ſpend the win- 
ter in town, as he wiſhed to procure 


them the beſt maſters, an advantage 
that the country did not afford. Wit 


reluctance ſhe conſented, determining 
to remain with them a ſhort time; and 


| preparations were quickly made for 


the journey. "4 

The wiſhed-for morning arrived, 
and they ſet off in a tumult of ſpirits ; 
ſorry to leave the country, yet de- 


lighted. with the proſpect of viſiting 
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the Wee This 5 ſoon dried 
the tears which had bedewed their 


cheeks; for. the parting with Mrs. 


Maſon was not anticipated. The au- 


ſaw thehedges exhibit various colours, 


and the trees ſtripped of their leaves; 


but they were not Silpoſcd to mora- 
—_— 
For . ſome time ha thei 8 
every thing they ſaw excited wonder 
and admiration ; and not till they were 
a little familiariſed with the new ob- 


WE jets, did they aſk reaſonable queſtions, 


Several preſents recruited their 
purſes ; and they requeſted Mrs. Ma- 
ſon to allow them to buy ſome trifles 
they were in want of. The requeſt was 


modeſt, and ſhe wm. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, xn 


 Charity.—-Shopping.—-The diftrefſed 
Stationer.— Miſchievous Conſequences 
| of delaying Payment. 


A's ther vated is rn "Fa 
they both determined to purchaſe 
pocket-books ; but their friend defired 
them- not to ſpend all their money at 
once, as they would meet many objects 
of charity in the numerous ſtreets of 
the metropolis. I do not wiſh you, 
the continued, to relieve every beggar 
that you (caſually meet ; yet ſhould any | 
one attract your attention, obey the 
impulſe of your heart, which will lead 
you to pay them for exerciſing your 
R 4 2 EOMpaineng 
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compaſſion, and do not ſuffer the whiſ. 


impoſtors, to deter you. However, I 


. as 
— — 32 — awd; 


you are not certain the diſtreſs is real, 
and reckon it given for pleaſure. I for 


hundred times, than doubt once with- 
out reaſon, ; 
They ſtopped at a ſmall ſhop, Mrs. 
Maſon always ſought out ſuch; for, 
aid ſhe, I may help thoſe who perhaps 
Want aſſiſtance ; ; bargains I never ſeek, 
for I with every one to receive the ay 
value for their goods. 
In the ſhop which they chanced to 
enter, they did not find the kind of 
| pocket-book that they had previouſly 
fixed on, and therefore wiſhed prect- 
Pitatelv cave lt; but were detained 
by their more conſiderate friend. 
While they had been turning over the 
-. trinkets, 


. 7 
— Ns — — — — = Ho — * . 
— — — CEC — ot erred — Sus —— —⅛ 


— , 0 ß ws A Se. - Es 4 
— - TE — 2 


— — FP = E — 5 
— . DCIS 2. A _ 
— — . 
- — : " — ovretorreer te — 
— . — — - = 8 
— — We" ERR es Is. . — = 
a. 7 x 0 
— 
* 


pers of ſelfiſhneſs, that they may be 


would have you give but a trifle when 


my part would rather be deceived five 
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trinkets, the'countenance of the wos 
man who ſerved them 5 her eye, 
and ſhe obſerved her eager manner of 
recommending the books. You have 
given much unneceffary trouble, ſaid 
ſhe, to the miſtreſs of the ſhop ; tlie 
books are better, and more expenſive 
than you intended to purchaſe, but 1 
will make up the deficiency. A beam 
of pleaſure” enlivened the woman's 
ſwollen eyes ; and Mrs. Maſon, inthe 
mild accents of compaſſion, faid, if it 
is not an impertinent queſtion, will 
you tell me from what cauſe your viſible 
dillreſs ariſes ! ? perhaps I may have it 
in my pou er to relieve you.—Ihe 
woman burſt into tears. Indeed, ; | 
Madam, you have already relieved me; 
for the money you have laid out will 
enable me to procure ſome food for 
my poor little grandchildren, and to 
dead a meal to their poor father, Who 
* 
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is now confined for debt, though a 
more honeſt man never breathed, Ah! 
Madam, I little thought I ſhould come 
to this—Yeſterday his wife died, poor 
foul ! I really believe things going fo 
croſs broke her heart. He has been 
in gaol theſe five months; I could not 7 
manage the ſhop, or buy what was f 
proper to keep up the eredit of it, a i 
buſineſs has been continually falling b 
off; yet, if his debts were paid, he I} | 
would now be here, and we ſhould have t. 
money in our pockets, And what ren- 
ders it more provoking, the peoplewho 
owe us molt are very rich. It is true, 
they live in ſuch a very high ſtyle, and 
keep ſuch a number of horſes and ſer- 
vants, that they are often in want of 


money ; and when they have it, they al 

W moſtly have ſome freak in their heads, n. 

and dg not thinkof paying poor trades- m 

people. At firſt we were afraid to alk fo 
Ee. Eo for 
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for payment leſt we mould loſe their 
cuſtom, and ſo it proved; when we 
did venture, forced by neceſſity, they 
| ſent to other ſhops, without diſcharg- 
ing our demand. 1 
And, my dear Madam, this is not 
all my grief; my ſon, before his mis- 
fortunes, was one of the moſt ſober, 
induſtrious. young men in London; 
but now he is not like the ſame man. 
He had nothing to do i in the gal, and 
to drive away care be learned to drink; 
he ſaid it was a comfort to forget him- 
ſelf, and he would add an oath—l 
never heard him ſwear till then. Irook 
pains when he was a child to teach him 
his prayers, and he rewarded me by 
being a dutiful ſon. The caſe is quite 
altered now; he ſcems to have lolt all 
natural afſcction—he heeds- not his 
mother” s teais.— ler ſobs almoſt ſul- 
focated her, as ſhe Itrove to go n 
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He will bring my grey hairs with ſor- 
row to the grave-—and yet I pity my 


= poor, boy, he is ſhut up with ſuch a 
number of profligate wretches, who 


laugh at what is right. Every farthing 
I fend aim he ſpends in liquor, and 
uſed to make his poor wife pawn her 


clothes to buy him drink—ſhe was 


happy to die; it was well for her not 


to live to hear the babe ſhe gave ſuck 


to deſpiſe her! 
A paſlion of tears relieved the ſuf- 


ferer, and ſhe called her grandchildren. 
— Theſe innocent babes, ſaid ſhe, I 
| ſhall not be able to keep them, they 


muſt go to the work-houſe. If the 
quality did but know what they make 


us poor induſtrious people fuffer, ſurely 
they would be more coniiderate. | 
Mrs. Maſon gave her ſomething to 


ſupply her preſent wants, and promiſed 


— 
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to > cali on her n before * lelt⸗ 
town. | | 


They walked nleoily 4 two or 
three ſtreets I hope you have learned 


to think, my dear girls, ſaid Mrs, 
Maſon, and that your hearts have felt 
the emotions of compathon ; need I. 
make any comments on the ſituation of 
the poor woman we have juſt left. — 
You perceive that thoſe who negle& 
to pay their debts do more harm than 
they imagine; perhaps, indeed, ſome 
of theſe very people do, what is called, 
a noble action, give away a large ſum, 
and are termed generous ; nay, very 


probably, weep at a tragedy, or when. 
reading an affecting tale. They then 
boaſt of their ſenſibility—when, alas! 


neglecting the foundation of all virtue, 
Juſtice, they bave occaſioned exquiſite 
h "Hp els - 
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diſtreſs ; ; led a poor 3 110 vice ; 
| heaped miſery on helpleſs infaney, and 
drawn tears from the aged widows 


C H AP, XXIV. 


V. 77 is a 1 Family i in London. Ile 
neſs the Parent of Vice. —Prodigality 
and Generofity incompatible, —The 
Pleaſures of Benevolence. True and 
falſe Moliues for ſaving. _ 

AFTER the impreſſion which the 

ſtory, and the ſight of the family had 
made, was a little worn off, Caroline 
begged leave to buy one toy, and then 
another, till. her money was quite 
gone. When Mrs. Maſon found it 

was all expcnded, ſhe looked round | 
| | | for 
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parched lips. 


Her huſband had been out of employ- 


bis buſineſs; for his belt cuſtomers 
were grown ſo fond of foreign arti- 


T3 4. 


for an object in diſtreſs; a poor wo- 
man ſoon preſented herſelf, and her 


meagre countenance gave weight to 
her tale.— A babe, as meagre, hung 
at her breaſt, which did not ſeem to 
contain ſufficient moiſture to wet its 


On enquiry they found chat ſhe 
lodged in a neighbouring garret.— 


ment a long time, and was now lick. 


The maſter who. had formerly given 
him work loſt gradually great part of 


cles, that his foods grew old in the 


ware-houſe. | Confequently a number = 


of hands were diſmiſſed, who not im- 
mediately finding employment elſe- 
where, were reduced to the moſt ex- 
treme diltrels. The truth of this ac- 
count a reputable ſhopkeeper atteſted; 

and 
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and he added that many of the: un⸗ 


2. 


the gallows, were firſt led into vice by 


accidental idleneſs. 
They aſcended the . ſtairs, 


that flew ſrom every part of a ſmall 
Houſe, that contained in each roon! a 
family, occupied i in ſuch an anxious 
manner to obtain the neceſſaries of 
Hife, that its comforts never engaged 
their thoughts. The precarious meal 
was ſnatched, and the ſtomach did 
not turn, though the cloth, on which 
it was lata, was dyed in dirt. When 
|. to-morrow's bread is uncertain, who 
thinks of cleanlineſs ?——Thus does 
WW deſpair encreaſe the miſery, and con- 
ſequent diſeaſe aggravate the horrors 


of poverty ! 
They foilowed the woman into a 
ow garret, at was never viſit Rey oy 


happy creatures, who die unpitied at 


Karte able to bear the bad ſmells 


* _ 
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the chearful rays of the ſun. A man, 
with a fallow complexion, and long 
beard, fat ſhivering over a few cin- 
ders in the bottom of a broken grate, 
and two more children were on the 
ground, half naked, near him, breath- 
ing the ſame noxious air. The gaiety 
natural to their age did not animate 
their eyes, half ſunk in their ſockets 
and, inſtead of ſmiles, premature 
wrinkles had found a place in their 
lengthened viſages. Life was nipped 
in the bud; ſhut up juſt as it began 
| to nnfold ſelf. 6 A froſt, a killing 
froſt, had deſtroyed the parent's 


hopes: they ſeemed to come into the | 


world only to crawl half formed—to 
ſuffer, and to die. | | 
Mrs Maſon deſired the . to re- 
lieve the family; Caroline hung down 
her head abaſhed—withing the paltry 
ornaments, which ſhe had thought- 
5 et wy De 


We | 
leſsly bought, at the bottom M the 
ſea. Mary, meanwhile, proud of the 
new privilege, emptied her purſe; 
and Caroline, in a ſupplicating tone, 
entreated Mrs. Maſon to allow her to 
give her neck 6 to the lit. 
ile infant. 
Mrs. Maſon deſired the woman to 
call on her the next day; and they 
left the family cheered by their bounty. 
Caroline expected the reproof that 
ſoon proceeded from the mouth of her 
true friend. I am glad that this acci- 
dent has occurred, to prove to you 
that prodigality and generoſity are in- 
compatible. M conomy and ſeif- 
denial are neceſſary in every ſtation, 
to enable us to be generous, and to 
act conformably to ion rules of jul- 
tice. 
Mary may this ER enjoy peaceful 


 flumbers 3 ; idle fancies, fooliſhly ir- 
dulged 
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_ dulged, will not float in her brain; 
ſhe may, before ſhe cloſes her eyes, 


thank God, for allowing her to be His 


| inſtrument of mercy. Will the trifles 
that you have purchaſed afford you 


ſuch heart-felt delight, Caroline ? 

Selfiſh people fave, to gratify their 
own caprices and appetites ; the bene- 
volent curb both, to give ſcope to the 


nobler feelings of the human heart. — 


When we ſquander money idly, we f 


defraud the poor, and deprive our own 


ſouls of their moſt exalted food. If 
you wiſh to be uſeful, govern your de- 
ſires, and wait not till diſtreſs obtrudes 
itſelf —earch it out. In the country 
it is not always attended with ſuch 
ſhocking circumſtances as at preſent ; 
but in large cities, many garrets con- 
tain families, ſimilar to thoſe we have 
ſeen this afternoon. The money ſpent 
in indulging the vain wiſhes of idle- 
neſs, 
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POIs and a childiſh fondnels far T | 
things not,regulated by reaſon, would 
relieve the miſery that my ſoul fhrinks 

back from coltemplating. „ 
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Tur day 1 Mrs. Maſon was to ; 
leave her pupils, ſhe took a hand of | : 
each, and preſſing them tenderly. in ; 
her own, tears ſtarted into her eyes 
I tremble for you, my dear girls, | 
for vou muſt now pradiile by your- n 
- ſelves ſome of the virtues which 1 f 
have been endeavouting to inculqate: ! 
| Es ion and | P 
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and I ſhall anxiouſly wait for the ſum- : 
mer, to ſee what progreſs you have 
made by yourſelves. - 

We have converſed on ſeveral very 
important ſubjects; pray do not forget 
the concluſions I have drawn. 

I now, as my laſt preſent, give you 
a book, in which I have written the 
ſubjects that we have diſcuſſed. Recur 
frequently to it, for the ſtories illuſ- 
trating the inſtruction it contains, you 
will not feel in ſuch a great degree the 
want of my perſonal advice. Some 
of the reaſoning you may not tho- 
roughly comprehend, but, as your 
underſtandings ripen, you will teel 1 its 
full force. 1 

Avoid anger; 4 compaſſion; 
and love truth. Recollect, that from 
religion your chiefWomfort mult. 
ſpring, and never negle@ the duty of 
prayer. Learn from experience the 


comfort 1 
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comfort that ariſes from making 
known your wants and ſorrows to the 
wiſeſt and beſt of Beings, in whoſe 


life, but of that which is to come. 
FPaour father will allow you a certain 
ſtipend; you have, already et the 
palübeaſure of doing good ; ever recol- 
- le& that the wild purſuits of fancy 
muſt be conquered, to enable you to 
gratify benevolent wiſhes, and that 
you mult practiſe ceconomy in trifles 
to have it in your power to be gene- 


— — . 


good you intend to do, do quickly; . 
for know, that a trifling duty neglect - 
ed is a great fault, and the . 
time only is at your command. 
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ſriepdſhip, an 


in virzye my e will in future de- 


pend. 


— — ca 
— — 


hands are the iſſues, not only of this 


rous on great occaſions. And the 


Vou are now candidates for my 
your advancement 


Wiite olten to me, I wilt 
penQually 
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punctually anſwer your letters ; but 
let me have the genuine ſentiments of 
your hearts. In expreſſions of affec- 
tion and reſpe&, do not deviate from 
truth to gain what you wiſh for, or to 
turn a period prettily. To 
Adieu ! when you think of your 
friend, obſerve her precepts; and let 
the recollection of my affection give 
additional weight to the truths which 
1 have endeavoured to inſtill; and, to 
reward my care, let me hear that you 
love and practiſe virtue. 


5 


FINIS. 
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Boe, 
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